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1.0 PREAMBLE 

1.1 Introduction 
 
The Form 3-4 Heritage-based Literature in English Syllabus’ thrust is on sharpening in learners 
the literary qualities of imaginative orature, prose, poetry and drama. The syllabus is cognisant 
of the centrality of our heritage, both tangible and intangible, in fostering the following skills and 
values: critical thinking, equity, entrepreneurship, responsible citizenship, environmental 
stewardship, tolerance, Ubuntu/Unhu/Vumunhu, gender sensitivity, a sense of independence 
and mutual support, acceptable attitudes, inclusivity among others. Inclusivity is derived from 
our national concerns which address the diverse special needs of individual learners across 
the curriculum. Basing on the perception that Literature is an ideological tool, the syllabus has 
deliberately put the study of Zimbabwean literature to the fore so as to help learners acquire 
knowledge about our individual and collective experiences as a nation before broadening out 
to other societies and the rest of the world. 
 

1.2 Rationale 
 
The Heritage-Based Literature in English syllabus captures the experiences of Zimbabweans, 
Africans and other peoples of the world. It builds on the foundation laid at Infant and Junior 
Levels by developing critical thinking and analytical skills. The syllabus also lays a broad 
foundation for Advanced Level Literature and imparts relevant life-long skills of 
entrepreneurship through creative writing, production of plays (performances), poetry writing 
and recitation. The syllabus promotes an awareness of various contemporary issues and an 
appreciation of the tangible and intangible aspects of our heritage. The learners’ knowledge of 
literature enables them to tackle life situations with a critical eye, at the same time handle social 
relations humanely in line with Ubuntu/Unhu/Vumunhu. 
 

1.3 Summary of content 
 
The Form 3-4 Heritage-Based Literature in English syllabus covers literature from Zimbabwe, 
Africa and the rest of the world. The emphasis is on Zimbabwe’s tangible heritage (sites and 
artefacts) and intangible heritage aspects (norms, values and social etiquette) traceable in pre-
colonial, colonial and post-colonial phases. The syllabus entails the study of orature, drama, 
prose and poetry. 

 
1.4 Assumptions 

 
 

It is assumed that the learners: 

• are able to read and express themselves in English language 

• have basic exposure to the different genres of literature, that is, orature, drama, 
prose and poetry 
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• have an awareness of the tangible and intangible aspects of their culture to which 
they can relate 

• are aware of contemporary issues such as HIV/AIDS, poverty, gender issues, drug 
and substance abuse and corruption among others 

• have knowledge of ICT  

• are aware of the local literary writers and their works 

• motivated to study literature 
 
 

1.5 Cross - Cutting Themes 
 
Among others, the following cross-cutting themes should be taken into consideration: 

• Children’s rights and responsibilities 

• Gender issues e.g. equity, equality and stereotypes 

• Business Enterprise Skills 

• Environmental Issues 

• Climate Change 

• Health and wellbeing 
 

2.0 PRESENTATION OF THE SYLLABUS 
 
The Heritage-Based Literature in English Syllabus Form 3-4 is a single document comprising 

preamble, aims, objectives, methodology, topics, scope and sequence, competency matrix and 

assessment. The scope and sequence chart shows the progression of topics from Form 3-4. The 

competency matrix shows the breadth and depth of content to be covered. It covers Zimbabwean, 
African and World literature.  

 
Zimbabwean Literature 
The Zimbabwean Literature covers oral and written Literature of the pre-colonial, 
colonial, independence and post-independence eras. The following genres shall be 
studied: 

• Poetry 

• Drama 

• Prose 
World Literature (African, African-American, Caribbean, Russian, Chinese and English)  
. The following genres shall be studied: 

• Drama 

• Prose 
 

3.0 AIMS 

The syllabus aims to: 
 
3.1 enhance patriotism and appreciation of national tangible and intangible heritage 
3.2 instil Zimbabwean values of Ubuntu/Unhu/Vumunhu in learners 
3.3 develop skills of critical thinking, synthesis, analysis and evaluation in learners 
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3.4 cultivate a culture of reading, listening/observing, writing/brailing and speaking/signing for 
knowledge and enjoyment  
3.5 develop in learners the knowledge and appreciation of different cultures through literature 
3.6 equip learners with skills necessary for teamwork, leadership, integrity and enterprise 
3.7 promote creative writing skills for livelihood and economic development 

 
 

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES 
 By the end of the two-year period of study, learners should be able to: 
 
4.1 demonstrate the Zimbabwean values of Ubuntu/Unhu/Vumunhu 
4.2 express their pride in national identity as Zimbabweans 
4.3 critically analyse different literary texts 
4.4 display an understanding of both literal and figurative meanings of literary texts 
4.5 suggest solutions to challenges raised in the studied texts 
4.6 synthesise ideas and produce comprehensive arguments 
4.7 respond independently to literary works relating them to their own culture and experiences 
4.8 demonstrate an appreciation of Zimbabwean literature and other cultures 
4.9 create own literary works to make a living and create employment 
4.10 use 21st century ICT tools to research and offer solutions to problems raised in literary 
texts 

 
 

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME ALLOCATION 
5.1 Methodology 
Interactive, multi-sensory and holistic approaches are to be used in the teaching and learning 
of the Heritage-based Literature in English. The use of the following suggested methods should 
meet the diverse needs of all learners: 

• Research 
• Presentations by learners and resource persons 
• Discussion 
• Debate 
• Story-telling 
• Performance and Display 
• Use of ICT tools 
• Drama 
• Role play 
• Song and dance 
• Educational tours 
• Interviews 

 
5.2 Time Allocation 
The learning area should be allocated 5 periods of at least 35 minutes each per week. At least 
one educational tour and one performance and display per year are recommended. 
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6.0 TOPICS 

• Introduction to literature 

• Genres of literature 

• Literary elements 
- Setting  
- Plot 
- Theme 
- Characterisation  
- Literary technique 

• Personal response 

• Critical appreciation 
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7.0  SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 
 

TOPIC FORM 3 FORM 4 

INTRODUCTION 
TO LITERATURE 

• Definition of Literature  

• Forms of literature:  
-oral  
-written 

• Literature and its functions 
- as entertainment 
- as a reflection of society 
- as an awareness medium for 

topical and contemporary issues 
- as a tool for appreciation of other 

cultures and cultural practices 
etc. 

• Promotion of Zimbabwean values of 
Ubuntu/Unhu/Vumunhu, identity, 
patriotism and appreciation of other 
cultures through literature 

• Forms of literature:  
-oral  
-written 

• Literature and its functions 
- as entertainment 
- as a reflection of society 
- as an awareness medium for topical and 

contemporary issues 
- as a tool for appreciation of other cultures 

and cultural practices 

• Promotion of Zimbabwean values of 
Ubuntu/Unhu/Vumunhu, identity, patriotism 
and appreciation of other cultures through 
literature 

GENRES OF 
LITERATURE 

• Definition of genre 

• Different genres of literature (Prose, 
poetry, drama) 

• Basic features of each genre 
• Classification of set texts into their 

respective genres 

• Similarities and differences of 
various genres 

• Creative writing 

• Characteristics of each genre (Prose, poetry, 
drama) 

• Classification of set texts into their respective 
genres 
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TOPIC FORM 3 FORM 4 

LITERARY 
ELEMENTS  

• Basic literary elements 

• Meanings of the basic literary 
elements 

• Identification of literary elements in 
set texts 

• Literary elements 

• Meanings of literary elements 

• Identification of literary elements in set texts 

 
 

TOPIC FORM 3 FORMS 4 

SETTING • Author’s background 

• Context/background 
o Historical 
o Social  
o Economic  
o Cultural  

• Relevance of context/background on 
selected texts 

Cultural values of the society in the set text 

• Setting 

− place (general and specific) 

− time (day, night, season) 

− period (pre-colonial, colonial, post-
colonial, Elizabethan etc.) 

• Significance of setting 
-Links between setting and events in a 
text 
-Relationship between setting and plot 

 

• Author’s background 

• Contexts within which texts were written and 
their contribution to meaning: 
- Historical 
- Social 
- Economic 
- Cultural 

• Significance of background on selected texts 

Cultural values of the society in the set text 

• Setting 
 

o place (general and specific) 
o time (day, night, season) 
o period (pre-colonial, colonial, post-

colonial, Elizabethan etc.) 

• Significance of setting 
-Links between setting and events in a text 
-Relationship between setting and plot 
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PLOT • Definition of Plot 

• Story line 

• Main plot 

• Sub-plot and its relationship to the main 
plot 

• Plot types 
- Linear plot 
- Complex plot 

• Plot structure 

− introduction 

− rising action 

− climax 

− falling action 

− resolution 

• Stages of plot development of the text under 
study 

• Plot types 

• Comprehension of the story and plot of text 
under study 

• Sub-plot and its relationship to the main plot of 
the text under study 

• Summary of plot 

 
 

TOPIC FORM 3 FORM 4 

THEMES/ISSUES/CONCERNS  • Definition of theme 

• Identification and exploration of 
themes 

• Relation of themes in a set text to 
learners’ experiences 

• Major themes in the set texts 
• Minor themes 

• Cross-cutting themes in relation to 
the text under study 

 

• Identification and exploration of themes 

• Relation of themes in a set text to 
learners’ experiences 

• Major themes in the set texts 
• Minor themes 

• Themes in relation to learners’ 
experiences 

• Cross-cutting themes 
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TOPIC FORM 3 FORM 4 

CHARACTERISATION  • Definition of character 

• Identification of characters from set 
text: 
- major and minor 
- protagonist and antagonist 
- round  
- static 
- stock 

• Presentation/portrayal/depiction of 
characters (character traits) 

• Role of characters 

• Personal response to characters 
(like/dislike) 

• Relationship among characters 

• Aptness of names 
(indigenous/foreign) 

• Identification of characters from set text: 
- major and minor 
- protagonist and antagonist 
- round  
- static 
- stock 

• Presentation/portrayal/depiction of 
characters (character traits) 

• Role of characters 

• Personal response to characters (like/dislike) 

• Relationship among characters 

• Aptness of names indigenous/foreign) 
 
 

 
 
 

 

LITERARY 
TECHNIQUES 

• Definition of literary technique 

• Identification of literary techniques 
in: 

- prose 
- poetry 
- drama 

• Literary techniques and their 
effectiveness to a genre under 
study 

• Classification of indigenous 
literary techniques that e.g. 
reprimand, praise, stereotype etc. 

• Definition of literary technique 

• Identification of literary techniques in: 
- prose 
- poetry 
- drama 

• Literary techniques and their effectiveness 
to a genre under study 

• Classification of indigenous literary 
techniques that e.g. reprimand, praise, 
stereotype etc. 
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TOPIC FORM 3 FORM 4 

PERSONAL 
RESPONSE 

• Feelings/emotions 
• Attitude 

• Feelings/emotions 
• Attitude 

CRITICAL 
APPRECIATION 

• Basic understanding of style and 
form 

• Identification of stylistic devices 
used in texts under study 

• Lessons learnt in texts under study 
• Effectiveness of style in bringing 

out meaning 

• Basic understanding of style and form 

• Identification of stylistic devices used in 
texts 

• Lessons learnt in texts under study 

• Effectiveness of style in bringing out 
meaning 
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8.0                                            COMPETENCY MATRIX 
 

        FORM 3 

 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be 
able to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND 
NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

INTRODUCTION TO 
LITERATURE 

• define literature 

• identify forms of 
literature 

• explain forms of 
literature 

• discuss values and 
functions of oral and 
written literature 

• state the 
functions/roles of 
literature 

• explain the 
functions/roles of 
literature 

• identify career 
opportunities related 
to the study of 
literature 

• dramatise excerpts 
from texts under 
study 

• definition of literature 

• forms of literature:  
-oral  
-written 

• literature and its 
functions 
- as entertainment 
- as a reflection of 

society 
- as an awareness 

medium for topical 
and contemporary 
issues 

- as a tool for 
appreciation of other 
cultures and cultural 
practices etc. 

• career prospects 

• promotion of 
Zimbabwean values of 
Ubuntu/Unhu/Vumunhu, 
identity, patriotism and 
appreciation of other 
cultures through 
literature 

• defining literature 

• identifying forms of 
literature 

• explaining forms of 
literature 

• discussing values 
and functions of 
oral and written 
literature 
 

• stating 
functions/roles of 
literature 

• explaining the 
functions/roles of 
literature 

• deliberating on 
career prospects 
e.g. authors, 
actors etc. 

• dramatising 
excerpts from texts 
under study 

• Set texts 

• Relevant 
literature 

• Resource 
persons 

• ICT tools 

• Heritage sites 

• Specialised 
material e.g. 
Audio text, 
braille 
material 
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FORM 3 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

GENRES OF 
LITERATURE 

• define genre 

• identify the different 
characteristics of each 
genre 

• explain the basic 
features of each genre 

• classify set texts into 
respective genres 

• compare and contrast 
the literary genres 

• Write pieces in different 
genres 

 

• definition of 
genre 

• different genres 
of literature 
(prose, poetry, 
drama) 

• basic features of 
each genre 

• classification of 
set texts into 
their respective 
genres 

• similarities and 
differences of 
various genres 

• creative writing  

• defining genre 

• identifying the 
different 
characteristics of 
each genre 

• explaining the basic 
features of each 
genre  

• classifying set texts 
into respective 
genres 

• discussing the 
similarities and 
differences of the 
various genres 

• writing pieces in 
different genres  

• ICT tools 

• Resource 
persons 
(artists, 
experts) 

• Reference 
material 

• Set texts 

• Specialised 
material e.g. 
Audio text, 
braille material 

 

FORM 3 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

LITERARY 
ELEMENTS 

• list literary elements 
 

• basic literary 
elements 

• listing various literary 
elements in texts 

• Set texts 

• Newspapers 
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TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

• explain meanings of 
literary elements 

 

• Identify literary elements 
in excerpts from set text 

• meanings of the 
basic literary 
elements 

• identification of 
literary elements 
in set texts 

• explaining meanings of 
literary elements 

• reading short excerpts 
and identifying literary 
elements 

• Short poems 

• Short stories 

• ICT Tools 

• Specialised 
material e.g. 
Audio text, 
braille 
material 

 

FORM 3 

 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be 
able to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

SETTING 
 

 

• describe the author’s 
background 

 

• outline the context/ 
background of set 
texts 

 

• explain the relevance 
of 
context/background 
on selected texts 

 

 

• discuss the cultural 
values of the 

 

• author’s background 
 

• context/background 
o historical 
o social  
o economic  
o cultural  

 

• relevance of 
context/background 
on selected texts 

• cultural values of the 
society in the set 
texts 

• setting 

• describing the author’s 
background 
 
 

• outlining the context/ 
background of set texts 

 

 
 

• explaining the relevance of 
context/background on 
selected texts 

 
 

• discussing the cultural 
values of the society in the 
set texts 

• Biographies 

• Commentaries on 
author’s life and 
works 

• Prescribed texts 

• Pictures  

• ICT Tools 

• costumes and 
props e.g. in drama 

• Resource persons 

• Specialised material 
e.g. Audio text, 
braille material 
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TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be 
able to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

society in the set 
texts 

• define the term 
setting 
 

• identify different 
settings in set texts 

 

• describe different 
settings in set texts 

 

• discuss the 
significance of 
setting in set texts 

 

− place (general 
and specific) 

− time (day, night, 
season) 

− period (pre-
colonial, colonial, 
post-colonial, 
Elizabethan etc.) 

• significance of 
setting 
-links between 
setting and events in 
a text 
-relationship 
between setting and 
plot 

 

• researching on cultural 
values of the society in the 
set texts 

• defining the term setting 

• identifying different 
settings in set texts 

• describing different 
settings in set texts 

• discussing the significance 
of setting in set texts 
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FORM 3 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be 
able to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

PLOT • define plot 

• trace the 
chronological 
sequence of events 

• distinguish the main 
from sub-plot 

• identify the type of 
plot in set texts 

• state stages of plot  

• Summarise events in 
set texts to show the 
different stages of a 
plot  

• definition of plot 

• storyline (sequence 
of events) 

• main and sub-plot 

• relationship of sub 
plots to the main plot 

• plot types 
- linear plot 
- complex plot 

• plot structure 

− introduction 

− rising action 

− climax 

− falling action 

− resolution 

• defining plot 

• tracing the chronological 
sequence of events  

• chain storytelling 

• distinguishing the main 
from sub-plots 

• identifying the type of 
plot in set texts 

• stating stages of plot 
(introduction, rising 
action, climax etc.)  

• summarising events in 
set texts to show the 
different stages of a plot 

•  Set texts 

• Reference material  

• ICT Tools 

• Costumes and props 
e.g. for drama 

• Specialised material 
e.g. Audio text, 
braille material 
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FORM 3 

 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be 
able to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

THEMES/ISSUES/CONCERNS • define theme 

• explore the various 
themes found in the 
set texts 

• distinguish between 
major and minor 
themes in set texts 

• discuss the themes 
in relation to what is 
happening around 
them  

• definition of theme 
 

• identification and 
exploration of 
themes 

• major and minor 
themes in the set 
texts 
 

• themes in set texts 
in relation to 
learners’ 
experiences 

• cross-cutting 
themes in relation to 
the text under study 

 

• defining theme 

• identifying and exploring 
the various themes found 
in the set texts 

• distinguishing between 
major and minor themes 
in set texts 

• discussing themes such 
as HIV/AIDS, gender, 
child protection, human 
rights etc. in relation to 
what is happening 
around learners 

• researching on 
contemporary issues 
reflected in set texts in 
relation to learners’ 
culture 

• discussing research 
findings 

• Set texts 

• ICT tools 

• Reference material  

• Specialised 
material e.g. Audio 
text, braille 
material 
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FORMS 3 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able to:  

UNIT CONTENT (Knowledge, 
skills, values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND 
NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

CHARACTERISATION • define character 

• identify characters 

• describe characters 

• comment on 
presentation/portrayal/depi
ction of characters  

• explain the role of 
characters 

 

• evaluate character and draw 
personal judgement 

 

• explain relationships 
among characters 

 

• discuss the relevance of 
the names of characters 

 

• Perform selected character 
roles 

 

• Definition of character 

• Identification of characters: 
- major and minor 
- protagonist and 
antagonist 
- round  
- static 
- stock 

• Presentation/portrayal/depi
ction of characters 
(character traits) 

• Role of characters 

• Personal response to 
characters (like/dislike) 
 

• Relationships among 
characters 

• Aptness of names 
(indigenous/foreign) 

• Performance of character 
roles 

• defining character 

• identifying 
characters in the text 

• describing the 
characters 

• commenting on 
presentation/ 
portrayal/depiction of 
characters 
(character traits) 

• explaining the role of 
characters 

• evaluating character 
and drawing 
personal judgement 

• explaining 
relationships among 
characters 

• discussing the 
relevance of the 
names of characters 
(indigenous/foreign) 

• performing selected 
character roles 

• Prescribed 
texts 

• Reference 
material 

• ICT tools 

• Resource 
persons 

• Specialised 
material e.g. 
Audio text, 
braille 
material 
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FORM 3 

 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

LITERARY 
TECHNIQUES 

• define literary technique 

• identify literary 
techniques in given 
excerpts/texts 

• demonstrate the 
effectiveness of literary 
techniques to a genre 
under study  

• comment on specific 
techniques in the texts 
under study and their 
effectiveness 

• Classify indigenous 
literary techniques 

• definition of literary 
techniques 

• identification of literary 
techniques in: 

- prose 
- poetry 
- drama 

• literary techniques 
and their 
effectiveness to a 
genre under study 
 
 

• classification of 
indigenous literary 
techniques by function 
and purpose that e.g. 
reprimand, praise, 
stereotype etc. 

• defining literary technique 

• identifying literary 
techniques in given 
excerpts/texts 

• demonstrating the 
effectiveness of literary 
techniques to a genre 
under study  

• commenting on specific 
techniques in the texts 
under study and their 
effectiveness 

• classifying indigenous 
literary techniques by 
function and purpose  

• researching on literary 
techniques in indigenous 
languages and translating 
them into English. 

• Set texts 

• ICT tools 

• Resource persons 

• Files and folders 

• Relevant excerpts 

• Specialised material 
e.g. Audio text, 
braille material 
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FORM 3 

 

 
 
 

 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

PERSONAL 
RESPONSE 

• define feelings/emotions and 
attitude 

• Identify feelings/emotions 
and attitude on given 
excerpts or texts 

• Illustrate using textual 
evidence   

• feelings/emotions 
• attitude 

• defining 
feelings/emotions and 
attitude 

• identifying 
feelings/emotions and 
attitude from given 
excerpts or texts 

• illustrating using 
textual evidence   

• ICT tools 
• Set texts 

• Resource persons 

• Relevant excerpts 

• Specialised 
material e.g Audio 
texts 

CRITICAL 
APPRECIATION 

• define style and form 

• identify stylistic devices and 
form used in excerpts or texts 

• discuss the effectiveness of 
style and form in excerpts or 
set texts 

• deduce lessons learnt from a 
given text 

 

• basic 
understanding of 
style and form 

• identification of 
stylistic devices 
used in texts 

• effectiveness of 
style in bringing 
out meaning 

• lessons learnt in 
texts under study 

 

• defining style and form 

• identifying stylistic 
devices and form used 
in excerpts or texts 

• discussing the 
effectiveness of style 
and form in excerpts or 
set texts 

• deducing lessons learnt 
from a given text 
 

• ICT tools 

• Set texts 

• Reference materials 

• Relevant excerpts 

• Specialised material 
e.g. Audio text, 
braille material 
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COMPETENCY MATRIX 
 
FORM 4 

 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

GENRES OF 
LITERATURE 

• state the characteristics 
of the genre under study  

• explain the 
characteristics of the 
genre under study  

• characteristics of 
the genre under 
study (prose, 
poetry or drama) 

• stating the 
characteristics of the 
genre under study 
(prose, poetry or drama) 

• explaining the 
characteristics of the 
genre under study 
(prose, poetry or drama) 

• ICT tools 

• Resource 
persons 

• Reference 
materials 

• Set texts 

• Specialised 
material e.g. 
Audio text, 
braille material 
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FORM 4 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be 
able to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

LITERARY 
ELEMENTS 

• list literary elements 
on set text 

• explain meanings of 
literary elements in 
relation to a set text 

• identify literary 
elements in set texts 

• literary elements 

• meanings of literary 
elements 

• identification of 
literary elements in 
set texts 

 

• listing literary elements 
on set text 

• explaining meanings of 
literary elements in 
relation to a set text 

• reading short excerpts 
and identifying literary 
elements 

• Set text 

• ICT tools 

• Specialised 
material e.g. 
Audio text, 
braille 
material 
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FORM 4 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND 
NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

SETTING • describe the author’s 
background 
 

• outline the context/ 
background of the set text 

 

• explain the relevance of 
context/background on 
the set text 

 

• discuss the cultural 
values of the society in 
the set text 

 

• research on cultural 
values of the society in 
the set text 

 

• define setting 

• identify different settings 
in a specific set text 

 

• describe different settings 
in a specific set text 

 

• discuss the significance 
of setting in a specific set 
text 

 

• author’s background 

• context within which 
a text is written and 
contribution to 
meaning: 
- historical 
- social 
- economic 
- cultural 

• significance of 
background on the 
set text 

• definition of setting 

• setting 

− place (general 
and specific) 

− time (day, 
night, season) 

− period (pre-
colonial, 
colonial, post-
colonial, 
Elizabethan 
etc.) 

• significance of 
setting 

• describing the author’s 
background 
 

• outlining the context/ 
background of the set 
text 

 

• explaining the 
relevance of 
context/background on 
the set text 

• discussing the cultural 
values of the society in 
the set text 

• researching on cultural 
values of the society in 
the set text 

• defining setting  

• identifying different 
settings in a specific 
set text 

• describing different 
settings in a specific 
set text 

• discussing the 
significance of setting 
in set texts 

• Set text 

• ICT tools 

• Commentaries 
on author’s life 
and work 

• Prescribed text 

• ICT Tools 

• Resource 
persons 

• Props and 
costumes e.g. in 
drama  

• Specialised 
material 

• Audio texts 
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TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND 
NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

-links between 
setting and 
events in a 
specific set text 
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FORM 4 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

PLOT • define plot 

• trace the chronological 
sequence of events in a 
set text 

• identify the type of plot in 
a set text 

• state the stages of plot in 
a set text  

• explain the stages of plot 
in a set text  
 

• distinguish main plot from 
sub-plot in a set text 

 

• write a summary of 
events in set texts to 
show the different stages 
of a plot 

• definition of plot 

• stages of plot 
development 
(introduction, 
rising action, 
climax etc.) 

• plot types 

• comprehension 
of the story and 
plot 

 

• sub-plots and 
their relationship 
to the main plot 

 

• summary of plot 

• defining plot 

• tracing the 
chronological 
sequence of events in 
a set text 

• identifying the type of 
plot in a set text 

• stating and explaining 
stages of a plot in a 
set text (introduction, 
rising action, climax 
etc.) 

• distinguishing main 
plot from sub-plot in a 
set text 

• summarising events in 
set texts to show the 
different stages of a 
plot 

• ICT tools 

• Reference 
material 

• Set text 

• Specialised 
material 

• Audio texts 
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FORM 4 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

THEMES/ISSUES/CONCERNS • define theme 

• explore the various 
themes found in a set text 

• discuss themes in relation 
to what is happening 
around them 

 
 
 

• distinguish between major 
and minor themes in a set 
text 

 

• definition of 
theme 

• identification and 
exploration of 
themes 

• relate themes in 
a set text to 
learners’ 
experiences 

• major and minor 
themes in a set 
text 

• cross-cutting 
themes in 
relation to the 
text under study  

 

• defining theme 

• identifying and exploring 
the various themes 
found in a set text 

• discussing themes such 
as HIV/AIDS, gender, 
child protection, human 
rights in relation to what 
is happening around 
them  

• distinguishing between 
major and minor themes 
in set text 

• researching on 
contemporary issues 
reflected in the text in 
relation to their culture 

• discussing research 
findings  

• Set text 

• ICT tools 

• Reference 
materials 

• Resource 
persons 

• Specialised 
material e.g. 
Audio text, 
braille 
material 
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FORM 4 
 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able to:  

UNIT CONTENT  
(Knowledge, skills, values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND 
NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

CHARACTERISATION • identify characters 
 

• describe characters 
 
 
 
 

• comment on 
presentation/portrayal/depiction 
of characters in a set text  

 

• explain the role of characters in 
a set text 

 

• evaluate character and draw 
personal judgement in a set text  

 

• explain the relationships 
among characters in a set text 

 

• discuss the relevance of the 
names of characters in a set 
text 

 

• perform selected character 
roles in a set text 

 

• identification of characters: 
- major and minor 
- protagonist and antagonist 
- round  
- static/flat 
- stock 

• presentation/portrayal/depiction 
of characters (character traits) 

 
 
 
 

• role of characters 
 

• personal response to 
characters (e.g. like/dislike) 

 
 

• relationship among characters 
 
 
 

• aptness of names 
(indigenous/foreign) 

 
 

• performance of character roles 
 

• identifying 
characters in a set 
text 

• describing the 
characters a set 
text 

• commenting on 
presentation/ 
portrayal/depiction 
of characters in a 
set text (character 
traits) 

• explaining the role 
of characters 

• evaluating 
character and 
drawing personal 
judgement in a set 
text (e.g. 
like/dislike) 

• explaining the 
relationships 
among characters 
in a set text 

• discussing the 
relevance of the 
names of 

• Reference 
materials 

• Resource 
persons 

• ICT tools 

• Specialised 
material 

• Audio text 
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TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able to:  

UNIT CONTENT  
(Knowledge, skills, values and 
attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND 
NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

characters in a set 
text 

• performing 
selected character 
roles in a set text 
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FORM 4 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able 
to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

LITERARY 
TECHNIQUES 

• define literary techniques 
 

• identify literary techniques 
in an excerpt from a set 
text 

 

• comment on the 
effectiveness of specific 
techniques in a text under 
study  

 

• Classify indigenous literary 
techniques according to 
function and purpose  

• definition of literary 
techniques 

• identification of literary 
techniques in: 

- prose 
- poetry 
- drama 

• literary techniques and 
their effectiveness to a 
text under study 

• classification of 
indigenous literary 
techniques according 
to function and 
purpose e.g. 
reprimand, praise, 
stereotype etc. 

• defining literary 
techniques 

• identifying literary 
techniques in an excerpt 
from a set text 
 

• commenting on the 
effectiveness of specific 
techniques in a text 
under study 

 

• classifying indigenous 
literary techniques 
according to function 
and purpose e.g. 
reprimand, praise, 
stereotype etc.  

• researching on literary 
techniques in 
indigenous languages 
and translating them into 
English. 

• Set texts 

• ICT tools 

• Resource 
persons 

• Reference 
materials 

• Specialised 
material 

• Audio text 
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FORM 4 
 

TOPIC OBJECTIVES: 
Learners should be able to:  

UNIT CONTENT 
(Knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED LEARNING 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTES 

SUGGESTED 
LEARNING 
RESOURCES 

PERSONAL 
RESPONSE 

• Define feelings/emotions and 
attitude  

• Identify feelings in given excerpts 
or texts 

• Illustrate feelings/emotions and 
attitude using textual evidence   

• feelings/emotions 
• attitude 

• defining 
feelings/emotions and 
attitude  

• identifying 
feelings/emotions and 
attitude in given 
excerpts or texts 

• illustrating 
feelings/emotions and 
attitude using textual 
evidence   

• ICT tools 
• Set text 
• Resource 

persons 

• Relevant 
excerpts 

• Specialised 
material 

• Audio text 

CRITICAL 
APPRECIATION 

• define style and form 
 

• identify stylistic devices and form 
used in a set text 

 

• discuss the effectiveness of style 
and form in a set text 

 

 

• deduce lessons from a set text 

• basic 
understanding of 
style and form 

• identification of 
stylistic devices 
used in a set text 

• effectiveness of 
style in bringing out 
meaning 

• lessons learnt from 
a text under study 

• defining style and form 
 

• identifying stylistic 
devices and form used in 
a set text 

 

• discussing the 
effectiveness of style and 
form in excerpts or set 
texts 

 

• deducing lessons from a 
set text 

• ICT tools 

• Set text 

• Reference 
materials 

• Specialised 
material 

• Audio text 
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9.0 ASSESSMENT  

Literature in English learning area at lower secondary level shall be assessed through School Based 

Continuous Assessment (SBCA) and Summative Assessment (SA). These assessments shall be guided 

by the principles of inclusivity, practicability, authenticity, transparency, flexibility, validity and 

reliability. The principles are crucial for creating a supportive and effective learning environment that 

fosters growth and development in learners at secondary level. In addition to SBCA and SA those aspects 

that cannot be assessed through the continuous and summative modes will be assessed through learner 

profiling. The aspect to be profiled will include soft skills among others. Arrangements, 

accommodations and modifications must be visible to enable candidates with special needs to access 

assessments. This section covers the assessment objectives, the assessment model, the scheme of 

assessment, and the specifications for continuous assessment. 

9.1 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

Learners will be assessed on their ability to: 

9.1.1 demonstrate knowledge of the content of literary texts  

9.1.2 display an understanding of both the surface and underlying meaning of set texts  

9.1.3 assess the effectiveness of the language used to express meaning in set texts 

9.1.4 synthesise ideas and produce comprehensive arguments 

9.1.5 produce informed interpretations of literary texts showing independent opinions and judgement 

9.1.6 apply skills and knowledge acquired in their study to create their own literary works 

9.2 Assessment Model 

 

Assessment of learners shall be both Continuous and Summative as illustrated in Figure 1. School Based 

Continuous Assessment shall include recorded activities from the School Based Projects done by the 

learners. The mark shall be included on learners’ end of term and year reports. Summative assessment at 

school level shall include terminal examinations which are at the end of the term and year.   
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Fig. 1 Assessment Model 

In addition, learners shall be profiled and learner profile records established. Learner profile certificates 

shall be issued for checkpoints assessment in schools as per the dictates of the Teacher’s Guide to 

Learning and Assessment. The aspects to be profiled shall include learner’s prior knowledge, values 

and skills, and subsequently the new competences acquired at any given point. 

 

9.3 Scheme of Assessment 

Learners at lower secondary level will be assessed using both School Based Continuous Assessment and 

Summative Assessment. From form 3- 4, learners will do a school-based project per form, per year and per 

learning area which will contribute 20% to the end of term and year mark. Public examination candidates 

at secondary level are expected to complete 2 school-based projects per learning area at form 3 and 4 level, 

which will contribute 20% to the final mark at form 4. 

The Table shows the Scheme of Assessment where 20% is allocated to School Based Continuous 

Assessment and 80% to School or ZIMSEC Summative Assessment. 

Assessment Of Learner 
Performance in Literature 

in English

School Based Continuous 
Assessment 

20% 

Profiling

Exit

Profile 
Certificate

School 
Based   

Project

20%

Continuous 
Assessment Mark 

(20%)

Final Mark (Continuous + Summative) = 100%

Summative Assessment

80%

Paper --
Paper --

Summative 
Assessment Mark 

(80%)
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FORM OF ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING 

School Based Continuous Assessment 20% 

Summative Assessment 80% 

Total 100% 

 

9.3.1 Description of School Based Continuous Assessment 

Learners shall do one school-based project per form which contributes to 20% of the end of year final mark. 

The end of year summative assessment shall then contribute 80%. However, for ZIMSEC public 

examinations, two (2) school-based projects shall be considered as School Based Continuous Assessment 

at Form 6. The two School Based Projects shall include those done during Form 3 and 4 sessions. Each 

will contribute 10%.  

  

School – Based Project Continuous Assessment Scheme 

The Table given below shows the Learning and Assessment Scheme for the School Based Project. 

Project Execution Stages Description Timelines Marks 

1 Problem Identification  January 5 

2 Investigation of related ideas to 

the problem/innovation 

February 10 

3 Generation of possible solutions March 10 

4 Refinement of selected solution April-May 10 

5 Presentation of the final solution June - July 10 

6 Evaluation of the solution and 

Recommendations  

August-September 5 

TOTAL 50 

 

The learning and assessment scheme shows the stages that shall be executed by pupils and the timeline 

at which each stage shall be carried out. Possible marks, totalling 50, are highlighted to indicate how 

much can be allocated. 
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9.3.2 Description of the Summative Assessment Scheme (80%) 

Paper Description Duration Marks Paper 

weighting % 

Weighting % 

1 Zimbabwean 

Literature  
 

1 hour 30 

minutes 

50 marks 40% 80 

2 World Literature  
 

1 hour 30 

minutes 

50 marks 40% 

 

Paper 1 (50 marks) 

This component comprises three (3) sections (Section A, B and C) 

There are nine (9) questions: three (3) from each section: one (1) context based and two (2) essays per 

set text. Candidates are expected to answer two (2) questions from any two (2) sections. 

(Section A are Prose, Section B poetry and Section C; drama) 

Paper 2 (50 marks) 

This component comprises two (2) sections (Section A and B) 

Section A is based on African, Caribbean and African American Literature. It consists of six (6) 

questions each carrying twenty-five (25) marks. One (1) context based and two (2) essays per set text. 

Candidates must answer one (1) question.  The total for the section is twenty-five (25) marks. 

Section B is based on Russian, Chinese, French or English Literature. It consist of six (6) questions 

each carrying twenty-five (25) marks. One (1) context based and two (2) essays per set text. Candidates 

must answer one (1) question.  The total for this section is twenty-five (25) marks. 

 

9.4 Specification Grid 

 Skill Weight % 

1 Knowledge and comprehension 40% 

2 Application and analysis 40% 

3 Problem solving 20% 

Total  100% 

 

Specification weighting 
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Paper 1 

Topic Skill 1 Skill 2 Skill 3 Total 

• Plot (storyline) 1 0 0 1 

• Themes 0 1 0 1 

• Characterisation  0 1 1 2 

• Literary 
techniques 

0 1 0 1 

• Personal response 1 1 0 2 

• Critical 
appreciation 

0 1 1 2 

Total  2 5 2 9 

 

 

 

Paper 2 

Topic Skill 1 Skill 2 Skill 3 Total 

Topic Skill 1 Skill 2 Skill 3 Total 

• Plot (storyline) 1 1 0 2 

• Themes 1 1 0 2 

• Characterisation  1 1 0 2 

• Literary techniques 0 1 1 2 

• Personal response 0 1 1 2 

• Critical appreciation 0 1 1 2 

Total  3 6 3 12 

 

9.7 Assessment Instruments/Tools: 

The following are suggested tools 

⚫ Check list 

⚫ Observation schedules  

⚫ Tests 

⚫ Rating Scale 

⚫ Exercises 
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⚫ Practical activities 

⚫ School based continuous projects 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


