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1.0 PREAMBLE  

 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

The heritage-based English for Communication syllabus is designed for Forms 1 to 4. It 

builds upon the foundation laid at primary level. It  takes an integrated pragmatic approach 

to the teaching and learning of English language for use in different situations and for 

different purposes. It focuses on the four macro skills which are listening/observing, 

speaking/signing, reading and writing/brailing. The syllabus seeks to equip the learners with 

life-long communication skills, further develop Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu and assist them to 

cope with the communicative needs of a changing global environment. It cuts across the 

curriculum and broadens the learners’ perception of the world by exposing them to a variety 

of contexts based on social, scientific, economic, political and other emerging issues. The 

teaching of this syllabus will take cognisance of the fact that people create and use language 

for different communicative purposes.  

 

1.2 RATIONALE 

 

The English for Communication syllabus for Form 1-4 is intended to assist learners to master 

skills in order to be able to communicate with  people from diverse backgrounds and to 

interact in business, academic, social-economic and political settings. It facilitates 

understanding of cultural, heritage and exchanges enhancing career and entrepreneurship 

opportunities.  It cuts across the curriculum thereby enabling the learners to achieve their full 

potential in various learning areas. In line with the Heritage Based Curriculum, the English 

Communication syllabus uses learner centred methods to develop the following life-long 

skills in learners:  

• Written and oral communication 

• Research  

• Cultural awareness 

• Reading and synthesis of information 

• Effective listening  

• Critical thinking 

• Tolerance  

• Career management 

• Enterprise  

• Leadership integrity and teamwork 

 

1.3 SUMMARY OF CONTENT 

 

The Heritage based English for Communication syllabus will be centred on the four macro 

skills which are listening/observing, speaking/signing, reading and writing/brailing. In line 

with the heritage-based curriculum, topics will be drawn from cultural, social, economic, 

political and scientific issues. These topics should be explored through public speaking, 

interviews, drama, role play, gamification, discussions and any other pragmatic strategies. 

Appropriate language for effective oral and written communication should be developed in 

learners. They should be taught to communicate effectively using a variety of communicative 
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tools. Learners should acquire critical analysis skills. Careful selection of relevant texts 

should be done to promote our heritage. 

 

1.4 ASSUMPTIONS 

 

It is assumed that the learners: 

• are aware of grammar rules from previous levels 

• are conversant with basic ICT skills 

• have an appreciation of tangible and intangible heritage 

 

 

1.5  CROSS CUTTING THEMES 

 

The following cross-cutting themes should be addressed through the teaching and learning of 

Communication Skills at Forms 1 to 4: 

• Children’s rights and responsibilities 

• Health and wellbeing 

• Disaster Risk Reduction 

• Environmental management 

• Gender equity  

• Entrepreneurship 

• ICT 

• Climate Change 

 

2.0 PRESENTATION OF SYLLABUS 

 

The Heritage based English for Communication syllabus is presented as a single document 

that covers Forms 1 to 4. It emphasises the chart shows the progression of topics from Forms 

1 to 4. The competency matrix shows the breadth and depth of content to be covered. The 

syllabus also includes a list of suggested methodology, activities and resources. 

 

3.0 AIMS 

 

This syllabus aims to: 

3.1 equip learners with effective communication skills that will enable them 

function effectively in diverse settings.  

3.2 inculcate 21st century skills in learners for effective communication in the 

changing world. 

3.3 develop macro language skills in learners for proficient use in diverse 

contexts. 

3.4 broaden learners’ career and entrepreneurship opportunities through effective 

communication. 

3.5 foster learners’ leadership skills through effective communication. 
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3.6 enhance learners’ patriotism, appreciation and positive exploitation of their 

tangible and intangible heritage through effective communication. 

 

 

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES 

 

The learners should be able to: 

4.1 express themselves efficiently in a wide range of settings, using various means 

of communication. 

4.2 apply 21st century skills in effective communication in the ever-changing 

world 

4.3 use ICT tools responsibly 

4.4 apply knowledge of listening/observing, speaking/signing, reading and 

writing/brailing skills for effective communication in various contexts 

4.5 express themselves confidently, eloquently and clearly in preparation for 

different careers and entrepreneurship ventures 

4.6 demonstrate proficient use of language to market, negotiate and advertise 

goods and services using appropriate registers 

4.7 participate actively and relevantly in discussions, debates, interviews and other 

oral activities exploring different societal issues 

4.8 articulate an appreciation of their heritage in various communicative settings. 

4.9 demonstrate the values of Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu and patriotism through 

appropriate communication 

 

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME ALLOCATION 

 

5.1 METHODOLOGY 

The syllabus uses the functional, communicative and multi-sensory approaches operating 

within the spiral framework. The methods that will be used to teach this syllabus should be 

participatory and learner-centred and hinged on the Communicative Approach to language 

teaching. The methods will include, among others, the following: 

o Presentations 

o Role plays 

o Dialogues 

o Interviews 

o Debates 

o Public speaking 

o Gamification  

o Real life scenarios 

o Hybridisation 
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o Granulisation   

o Field trips 

o Demonstrations  

o Discussions  

o Drama  

 

5.2 Time Allocation 

English for Communication should be allocated a minimum of six (6) periods of 

forty (40) minutes per week. 

 

6.0 SYLLABUS TOPICS 

The learning and teaching of English Communication will focus on the 

following macro skills and their sub skills: 

• Listening/observing 

• Speaking/signing 

• Reading 

• Writing/brailing 
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7.0 SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

 

7.1 TOPIC 1: LISTENING 

 

CONCEPT 

/ASPECTS 

 

FORM 1 FORM 2 FORM 3 FORM 4 

Aural activities • Announcements 

• Simple directions 

• Messages 

• Dialogue 

• Announcements 

• Simple directions 

• Messages 

Dialogue  

• Complex directions 

• Announcements 

• Messages 

• conversations 

• Complex directions 

• Announcements 

• Messages  

• conversations 

Conversational 

skills 
• Dialogue 

• Idioms and colloquial 

expressions 

• discussions 

• idioms and colloquial 

expressions 

• dialogue 

• discussions 

• irony and sarcasm 

• rhetoric devices 

• discussions 

• dialogues 

• interviews 

• irony and sarcasm 

• rhetoric devise 

• discussions 

• dialogue 

• interviews 

Active Listening • dictation 

• directed listening 

• tone and intonation 

• pronunciation 

• compare and contrast 

• main ideas and key 

words 

• dictation 

• directed listening 

• tone and intonation 

• pronunciation 

• compare and contrast 

• main ideas and key 

words  

• Dictation 

• Directed listening 

• Compare and contrast 

• Selective listening 

• podcasts 

• Dictation 

• Directed listening 

• Selective listening 

• Podcasts 

• Compare and contrast 

 

Listening 

comprehension 
• questions 

• stories 

• note taking 

• summarizing 

• podcasts 

• questions 

• stories 

• note taking 

• summarizing 

• podcasts 

• narration 

• note-taking 

• summarizing 

• inferences 

• evaluation  

• podcasts 

• narration 

• note-taking 

• summarizing 

• inferences 

• evaluation  

• podcasts 
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7.2 TOPIC 2: SPEAKING/SIGNING 

 

CONCEPT/ 

ASPECTS 

FORM 1 FORM 2 FORM 3 FORM 4 

Pronunciation - Cardinal vowels 

- Consonant clusters 

- Diphthongs 

- Silent consonants 

- Weak and strong vowels 

- Consonant blends 

- Diphthongs  

- Intonation and stress 

patterns 

- Tripthongs  

- Intonation and stress 

patterns 

- Tripthongs 

 

Registers and 

vocabulary  

- Introductions 

- Requests 

- Invitations 

- Apologies 

- Compliments 

- Greetings  

- Tone and mood 

- Feelings and emotions  

- Expressing condolences 

- Telephone conversations 

- Peer counselling 

- Asking for permission 

 

- Telephone conversations 

- Apologies 

- Advising 

- Polite interjections 

- Tone and mood 

- Feelings and emotions 

- Expressing condolences 

- Peer counselling 

-  

 

- Formality and informality 

- Expressing opinions 

- Complaints  

- Tone and mood 

- Feelings and emotions 

- Expressing condolences  

- Telephone conversations 

- Advertising  

- Networking and 

relationship building 

- Negotiation  

- Discussing topical issues 

- Condolences 

- Complaints 

- Persuasions 

- Peer counselling 

- Tone and mood 

- Feelings and emotions 

- Expressing condolences  

- Telephone conversations 

- Advertising  

- Networking and 

relationship building 

- Negotiation 

Turn taking 

skills 

- Speeches 

- Interviews 

- Dialogue 

- Debates 

 

- Speeches 

- Interviews 

- Dialogue 

- Debates 

 

- Speeches 

- Interviews 

- Dialogue 

- Debates 

- Chairing meetings 

- Directing ceremonies 

- Conversations  

- Speeches 

- Interviews 

- Dialogue 

- Debates 

- Chairing meetings 

- Directing ceremonies 

- Conversations 

Fluency  - Pronunciation 

- Articulation 

- conversation skills 

- Vocabulary extension 

- Conversational flow 

- Turn taking 

- Discourse markers 

- Narrative techniques 

- Descriptive language 

- Subtle expressions 

- Precise language 

- Persuasive speaking 
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- Pausing, intonation and 

stress 

- Story telling 

- Listening and responding 

- Tone, pitch and volume 

Repair and 

repetition 

- Adjusting own speech 

- Re-organising thoughts 

- Managing emotions 

- Clarification requests or 

seeking understanding 

- Conversational repair 

- Repeating key points 

- Confirmatory questions 

- Collaborative problem 

solving 

- Conflict resolution; 

managing conflicts 

- Group clarification; 

ensuring shared 

understanding 

- Summarization and 

recapping 

- Corrective statements 

addressing 

misinformation. 

- Retraction and correcting 

self 

- Conflict resolution 

- Managing conflicts 

 

 

7.3 TOPIC 3: READING 

 

ASPECTS FORM 1 FORM 2 FORM 3 FORM 4 

 

Skimming -Headings and titles 

-Key words and phrases 

-Main ideas 

- Visual presentations 

- Bullet point lists 

-Complex texts 

-Setting 

-Characters 

 

-Headings and titles 

-Key words and phrases 

-Main ideas 

- Visual presentations 

-Bullet point lists 

-Complex texts 

-Setting 

-Characters 

 

-Headings and titles 

-Key words and phrases 

-Main ideas 

- Visual presentations 

-Bullet point lists 

-Complex texts 

-Setting 

-Characters 

 

-Headings and titles 

-Key words and phrases 

-Main ideas 

- Visual presentations 

-Bullet point lists 

-Complex texts 

-Setting 

-Characters 

Scanning -Key words 

-Phrases 

-Dates and statistics 

-Table of contents 

-Key words 

-Phrases 

-Dates and statistics 

-Table of contents 

-Key words 

-Phrases 

-Dates and statistics 

-Table of contents 

-Key words 

-Phrases 

-Dates and statistics 

-Table of contents 
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-Topic sentences 

-Sub headings 

-Key points 

-Introduction and 

conclusion 

-Comparative  

-Cause and effect 

-sequencing of events  

-Graphic presentations 

-Topic sentences 

-Sub headings 

-Key points 

-Introduction and 

conclusion 

-Comparative  

-Cause and effect 

-sequencing of events  

-Graphic presentations 

-Topic sentences 

-Sub headings 

-Key points 

-Introduction and 

conclusion 

-Comparative  

-Cause and effect 

-sequencing of events  

-Graphic presentations 

-Topic sentences 

-Sub headings 

-Key points 

-Introduction and 

conclusion 

-Comparative  

-Cause and effect 

-sequencing of events  

-Graphic presentations 

Intensive reading Recall questions 

Word and phrase meaning 

Note making 

Comprehension 

Inference 

Evaluation 

Recall questions 

Word and phrase 

meaning 

Note making 

Comprehension 

Inference 

Evaluation 

Recall questions 

Inference 

Note making 

Comprehension 

Evaluation 

Word and phrase meaning 

Summary 

Paraphrasing 

Analysis  

Recall questions 

Inference 

Note making 

Comprehension 

Evaluation 

Word and phrase 

meaning 

Summary 

Paraphrasing 

Analysis  

Extensive reading Summary 

Characters 

Setting 

Themes 

Plot 

Summary 

Characters 

Setting 

Themes 

Plot 

Summary  

Characterization 

Plot 

Setting 

Style 

Themes 

Summary 

Characterization 

Plot 

Setting 

Style 

Themes 
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7.4 TOPIC 4: WRITING 

CONCEPTS/ASPECTS

   

FORM 1 FORM 2 FORM 3 FORM 4 

Sentence construction • Sentence construction. 

• Punctuation 

• Sentence types 

• Paragraphing 

• Registers 

• Discourse markers. 

 

• Sentence construction. 

• Punctuation 

• Sentence types 

• Paragraphing 

• Registers 

• Discourse markers. 

 

• Sentence types 

• Punctuation 

• Paragraphing 

• Registers 

• Discourse markers 

• Amplification of notes 

• Figurative language 

• Rephrasing and 

restating 

• Sentence types 

• Punctuation 

• Paragraphing 

• Registers 

• Discourse markers 

• Amplification of notes 

• Figurative language 

• Rephrasing and 

restating  

Digital writing • Social media  

• E-mail etiquette 

• Professional 

correspondence 

• Online presentations 

 

• Social media  

• E-mail etiquette 

• Professional 

correspondence 

• Online presentations 

 

• Social media  

• E-mail etiquette 

• Professional 

correspondence 

• Online presentations 

 

• Social media  

• E-mail etiquette 

• Professional 

correspondence 

• Online presentations 

Informal writing • Informal notices 

• Diary entries 

• Note making 

• Informal letters 

• Informal notices 

• Diary entries 

• Note making 

• Informal letters 

• Informal notices 

• Diary entries 

• Note making 

• Informal letters 

• Informal notices 

• Diary entries 

• Note making 

• Informal letters 

Business writing • Business letters 

• Invitation cards 

• Advertisements 

• Reports 

 

• Business letters 

• Invitation cards 

• Advertisements 

• Reports 

 

• Memo 

• Resume 

• Minute taking 

• News bulletin 

• Motivational letters 

• Memo 

• Resume 

• Minute taking 

• News bulletin 

• Motivational letters 
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CONCEPTS/ASPECTS

   

FORM 1 FORM 2 FORM 3 FORM 4 

• Proposals 

• Contract writing 

• Reports 

• Article 

• Constitution 

• Speech 

• Proposals 

• Contract writing 

• Reports 

• Article 

• Constitution 

• Speech 

Technical Writing • Instructions 

• Descriptions of 

processes 

• Advertisements 

• Instructions 

• Descriptions of 

processes 

• Advertisements 

• Instructional manuals 

• Advertisements 

• Descriptions of 

processes 

 

• Instructional manuals 

• Advertisements 

• Descriptions of 

processes. 

 

Creative and Essay 

writing 

• Short stories 

• Poetry 

• Narrative 

compositions  

• Descriptive 

compositions  

• Short stories 

• Poetry 

• Narrative compositions  

Descriptive 

compositions  

• Short stories 

• Poetry 

• Narrative compositions 

• Descriptive 

compositions 

• Informative 

compositions 

• Discursive 

compositions 

• Argumentative 

compositions 

• Plays 

 

• Short stories 

• Poetry 

• Narrative 

compositions 

• Descriptive 

compositions 

• Informative 

compositions 

• Discursive 

compositions 

• Argumentative 

compositions 

• Plays  
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COMPETENCY MATRIX 

 
FORM 1 TOPIC 1: LISTENING/OBSERVING 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECT 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able 

to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Aural activities • Follow given 

instructions and 

announcements 

• Follow simple 

directions and 

processes 

• Demonstrate 

understanding of oral 

messages 

 

• Instructions 

• Announcements 

 

• Simple directions and 

processes 

 

• Messages 

 

 

 

• Responding 

appropriately to 

announcements 

• Following given 

instructions 

• Following simple 

directions and 

processes 

• Demonstrating 

understanding of 

messages 

• Audio clips 

• ICT tools 

• Resource persons 

• Peer educators 

• Print media 

• Prescribed textbooks 

Conversational 

skills 

• Ask open ended 

questions 

• Demonstrate empathy 

• Show appropriate 

non-verbal cues 

• Decode meaning 

• Practice 

conversational 

etiquette 

• Open ended questions 

• Empathy 

• Non-verbal cues 

• Decoding meaning  

• Conversational 

etiquette 

• Asking open ended 

questions 

• Demonstrating 

empathy 

• Showing appropriate 

non-verbal cues 

• Decoding meaning 

• Practising 

conversational 

etiquette  

• ICT tools 

• Prescribed text books 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 

• Peer educators. 
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Active 

Listening/Observi

ng 

• Select relevant 

information from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• Identify main ideas 

and key words from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources. 

• Distinguish between 

tones words from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources. 

• Identify similarities 

and differences in 

audios from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• dictation 

• directed listening 

• tone and intonation 

• compare and contrast 

• main ideas  

• selecting relevant 

information from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• identifying main ideas 

and key words from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources  

• distinguishing tone 

from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• identifying similarities 

and differences in 

audios from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• ICT tools 

• Audio clips 

• Video clips 

• Print media 

• textbooks 

• Resource person for 

signing 

• Enlarged prints 

 

Listening 

comprehension 

• Answer questions 

• Retell stories heard 

• Take notes 

• Identify main ideas 

from audio clips  

• questions 

• stories 

• note taking 

• summarizing 

 

• answering questions 

• retelling stories 

• taking notes 

• identifying main ideas  

• podcasts 

• story books 

• print media 

• Textbooks 
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FORM 1TOPIC 2: SPEAKING/SIGNING 

 
CONCEPT/ASP

ECT 

OBJECTIVES CONTENT  (knowledge, 

skills, values and 

attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Pronunciation • Distinguish pure 

vowels from other 

vowels 

• Articulate consonant 

clusters 

• Articulate diphthongs  

• Pronounce silent 

consonants 

• Cardinal vowels 

• Weak and strong 

vowels 

• Consonant clusters 

• Diphthongs 

• Silent consonants 

 

• Distinguishing cardinal 

vowels from other 

vowels  

• Articulating consonant 

clusters and diphthongs 

• Pronouncing silent 

consonants. 

• Identifying consonant 

clusters in words. 

• ICT tools 

• Work cards 

• Flash cards 

• Audio visual recordings 

• Resource persons 

Registers and 

Vocabulary 

• Demonstrate use of 

appropriate language 

in given situations. 

 

 

• Tone and mood 

• Feelings and emotions 

• Introductions 

• Requests 

• Invitations 

• Apologies 

• Compliments 

• Greetings 

• Condolences 

• Telephone 

conversations 

• Peer counselling 

 

 

 

• Introducing one’s self 

or others 

• Exchanging greetings  

• Making requests  

• Giving invitations or 

turning them down 

• Apologising or 

accepting apologies 

• Conducting phone 

conversations 

• Peer counselling 

• ICT tools 

• Puppets  

• Pictures  

• Interactive whiteboards 

• Audio visual recordings 

• Resource persons 
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Turn taking 

skills 

• Demonstrate turn 

taking skills 

• Conversations 

• Interviews 

• Dialogue 

• Debates 

• Descriptions 

• Role plays 

• Initiating conversations 

• Responding to others 

• Transitioning smoothly 

changing speakers 

• Listening attentively 

following 

conversations 

• Debating convincingly 

on topical issues 

• Dialoguing on cross-

cutting issues 

• Defending own 

position convincingly 

• Role playing 

• Describing situations  

• ICT Tools  

• Audio-visual recordings 

• Resource persons 

Fluency • Pronounce variety of 

words 

• Articulate words 

clearly 

• Converse with peers 

• Observe pauses, 

intonation and stress  

• Pronunciation 

• Articulation 

• Conversation skill 

• Pausing, intonation and 

stress. 

 

• Pronouncing given 

words 

• Articulating words 

clearly 

• Conversing with peers 

• Observing pauses, 

intonation and stress  

• Print media 

• Short stories  

• Resource persons 

Repair and 

repetition 

 

• Adjust own speech 

• Organise and re-

organise thoughts 

• Manage emotions 

• Own speech 

• Re-organising thoughts 

• Emotions   

• Adjusting own speech 

• Brainstorming 

• Reframing perspectives 

(considering alternative 

views) 

• Positive self-talk 

• ICT tools 

• Podcasts 

• Print media 
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FORM 1TOPIC 3: READING 

 

CONCEPT/ASP

ECT 

OBJECTIVES CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Skimming • Identify headings and 

sub -headings 

• list key words and 

phrases 

• study graphical 

presentations. 

• Take note of bullet 

point lists 

• suggest a possible 

setting   

• List characters 

• Headings and sub-

headings  

• key words and phrases 

• Visual presentations 

• Bullet point lists 

• Setting 

• Characters  

• Identifying headings and sub-

headings 

• listing key words and phrases 

• studying graphical 

presentations. 

• taking note of bullet points 

lists 

• suggesting a possible setting  

• Listing characters 

Novels  

Magazines  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Textbooks  

 

Scanning • identify key words 

and phrases from the 

questions and texts 

• Locate dates and 

statistics in a given 

passage 

• Identify topic 

sentences in 

paragraphs 

• identify key points in 

texts 

• distinguish key points 

from examples 

• Key words and 

• Phrases  

• Dates and statistics 

• Topic sentences 

• Key points 

• Key points 

• Comparisons  

• Cause and effects 

• Sequencing of events 

 

 

• identifying key words and 

phrases from questions and 

texts 

• Locating dates and statistics in 

a given passage 

• Identifying topic sentences in 

paragraphs 

 

 

• identifying key points in texts 

• distinguishing key points from 

examples 

• taking note of words and 

Novels  

Magazines  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Textbooks  
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• take note of words 

and phrases that 

indicate comparisons, 

cause and effect and 

sequence of events 

phrases that indicate 

comparisons, cause and effect 

and sequence of events 

Intensive reading  • Answer recall 

questions 

• Give contextual 

meanings of words 

and phrases from text 

or passages 

• Make notes on read 

texts 

• deduce meanings 

from texts 

• evaluate ideas in texts 

• Recall questions  

• word and phrase 

meanings 

 

 

 

• note making 

• comprehension 

• Inference 

• Evaluation  

• Answering recall questions. 

• giving contextual meanings of 

words and phrases from text or 

passages  

• making notes on texts read 

• deducing meanings from texts 

• evaluating texts read. 

Novels  

Magazines  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Text books 

 

Extensive reading  • Summarize texts read  

• identify characters in 

texts read  

• identify the setting of 

stories read 

• list themes from texts 

read 

• summarize  

• storylines of texts 

read 

• Summary  

• Characters  

• Setting 

• Themes  

• Plot  

• summarizing texts read 

• identifying characters in texts 

read 

• identifying the setting of 

stories read 

• listing themes from texts read 

• summarizing storylines of 

texts read 

Novels  

Magazines  

Newspapers  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Blogs 
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FORM 1TOPIC 4: WRITING/BRAILING 

 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECTS 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able 

to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Sentence 

construction 

• Construct meaningful 

sentences  

• Punctuate sentences 

correctly 

• construct a variety of 

sentences 

• compose coherent 

paragraphs 

• use appropriate register 

in writing 

• use discourse markers to 

connect ideas 

• elements of a sentence 

• punctuation 

• sentence types 

• Paragraphing 

• Registers 

• Discourse markers 

• Constructing 

meaningful sentences 

• Punctuating a variety of 

sentences correctly 

• constructing different 

types of sentences 

• Composing coherent 

paragraphs 

• using   appropriate 

register in writing 

• connecting paragraphs 

using discourse markers  

• ICT tools 

•  textbooks 

• Anthologies  

Digital writing • Make use of online 

platforms appropriately 

for different writing 

purposes 

• utilise a variety of 

digital platforms for 

formal/informal 

correspondence 

• Use various digital tools 

to make presentations 

• online etiquette 

• formal/informal 

correspondence 

• digital presentations 

 

 

 

• Using online platforms 

appropriately for 

different writing 

purposes 

• Generating 

formal/informal 

correspondence using 

various digital platforms 

• Making online or offline 

presentations using a 

variety of digital tools 

• ICT tools 

• Textbooks 

• Resource persons 
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Informal writing • write a variety of 

informal texts using 

appropriate language 

• diarize various activities  

• compile notes 

• write a variety of 

informal letters 

 

• informal texts 

• diary entries 

• note making 

• informal letters 

 

 

• Writing a variety of 

informal texts using 

appropriate language 

• Diarizing a variety of 

activities 

• Compiling meaningful 

notes 

• Writing well laid out 

informal letters 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Pictures 

• Textbooks 

• Resource persons 

• Model informal texts 

BUSINESS 

WRITING 

• Write a variety of 

business letters 

• Write different forms of 

invitations 

• Create persuasive 

advertisements 

• Compile reports  

• Business letters 

• Invitations 

• Advertisements 

• Reports 

• writing business letters 

• writing various forms of 

invitations 

• creating persuasive 

advertisements 

• compiling a variety of 

reports 

• ICT tools 

• textbooks 

• Journals 

• Print media  

• Models 

Technical writing  • Write clear instructions 

• Describe processes 

clearly  

• Describe processes 

sequentially  

• Instructions 

• Descriptions of 

processes 

• writing clear 

instructions 

• describing a variety of 

processes 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 

• Textbooks 

• Instructional manuals 

Creative and essay 

writing  

• write short stories 

• write poems 

• Write narrative 

compositions 

• Write descriptive 

compositions 

• short stories 

• poetry 

• narrative compositions 

• descriptive 

compositions 

• writing short stories 

• writing poems 

• writing narrative 

compositions 

• writing descriptive 

compositions 

• ICT Tools 

•  textbooks 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 
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FORM 2 TOPIC 1: LISTENING/OBSERVING 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECT 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able 

to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Aural activities  • Follow given 

instructions and 

announcements 

• Follow directions and 

processes 

• Demonstrate 

understanding of oral 

messages 

 

• Instructions 

• Announcements 

 

• Directions and 

processes 

 

• Messages 

 

 

 

• Responding 

appropriately to 

announcements 

• Following given 

instructions 

• Following directions 

and processes 

• Demonstrating 

understanding of 

messages 

• Audio clips 

• ICT tools 

• Resource persons 

• Peer educators 

• Print media 

• Prescribed textbooks 

Conversational 

skills 

• Ask open ended 

questions 

• Demonstrate empathy 

• Show appropriate 

non-verbal cues 

• Decode meaning 

• Practice 

conversational 

etiquette 

• Open ended questions 

• Empathy 

• Non-verbal cues 

• Conversational 

etiquette 

• Asking open ended 

questions 

• Demonstrating 

empathy 

• Showing appropriate 

non-verbal cues 

• Decoding meaning 

• Practising 

conversational 

etiquette  

• ICT tools 

• Prescribed text books 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 

• Peer educators. 

Active 

Listening/Observi

• Select relevant 

information from 

• dictation 

• directed listening 

• selecting relevant 

information from 

• ICT tools 

• Audio clips 
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ng read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• Identify main ideas 

and key words from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources. 

• Distinguish tone from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources. 

• explain similarities 

and differences in 

audios from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• tone and intonation 

• compare and contrast 

• main ideas  

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• identifying main ideas 

and key words from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources  

• distinguishing tone 

from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• explaining similarities 

and differences in 

audios from 

read/recorded/signed 

sources 

• Video clips 

• Print media 

• textbooks 

• Resource person for 

signing 

• Enlarged prints 

 

Listening 

comprehension 

• Answer questions 

• Retell stories heard 

• Take notes 

• Identify main ideas 

from audio clips  

• questions 

• stories 

• note taking 

• summarizing 

 

• answering questions 

• retelling stories 

• taking notes 

• identifying main ideas  

• podcasts 

• story books 

• print media 

• Textbooks 
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FORM 2 TOPIC 2: SPEAKING/SIGNING 

 
CONCEPT/ASP

ECT 

OBJECTIVES CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Pronunciation • Distinguish pure 

vowels from other 

vowels 

• Articulate consonant 

clusters 

• Articulate diphthongs  

• Pronounce silent 

consonants 

• Cardinal vowels 

• Weak and strong 

vowels 

• Consonant clusters 

• Diphthongs 

• Silent consonants 

 

• Distinguishing cardinal 

vowels from other 

vowels  

• Articulating consonant 

clusters and diphthongs 

• Pronouncing silent 

consonants. 

• Identifying consonant 

clusters in words. 

• ICT tools 

• Work cards 

• Flash cards 

• Audio visual recordings 

• Resource persons 

Registers and 

Vocabulary 

• Demonstrate use of 

appropriate language 

in given situations. 

 

 

• Tone and mood 

• Feelings and emotions 

• Introductions 

• Requests 

• Invitations 

• Apologies 

• Compliments 

• Greetings 

• Condolences 

• Telephone 

conversations 

• Peer counselling 

• Introducing one’s self 

or others 

• Exchanging greetings  

• Making requests  

• Giving invitations or 

turning them down 

• Apologising or 

accepting apologies 

• Conducting phone 

conversations 

• Peer counselling 

• ICT tools 

• Puppets  

• Pictures  

• Interactive whiteboards 

• Audio visual recordings 

• Resource persons 

Turn taking 

skills 

• Demonstrate turn 

taking skills 

• Conversations 

• Interviews 

• Initiating conversations 

• Responding to others 

• ICT Tools  

• Audio-visual recordings 
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• Dialogue 

• Debates 

• Descriptions 

• Role plays 

• Transitioning smoothly 

changing speakers 

• Listening attentively 

following 

conversations 

• Debating convincingly 

on topical issues 

• Dialoguing on cross-

cutting issues 

• Defending own 

position convincingly 

• Role playing 

• Describing situations  

• Resource persons 

Fluency • Pronounce a variety 

of words 

• Articulate words 

clearly 

• Converse with peers 

• Observe pauses, 

intonation and stress 

in speech 

• Pronunciation 

• Articulation 

• Conversation skill 

• Pausing, intonation and 

stress. 

 

• Pronouncing given 

words 

• Articulating words 

clearly 

• Conversing with peers 

• Observing pauses, 

intonation and stress in 

speech 

• Print media 

• Short stories  

• Resource persons 

Repair and 

repetition 

 

• Adjust own speech 

• Organise and re-

organise thoughts 

• Manage emotions 

• Own speech 

• Re-organising thoughts 

• Emotions   

• Adjusting own speech 

• Brainstorming 

• Reframing perspectives 

(considering alternative 

views) 

• Positive self-talk 

• ICT tools 

• Podcasts 

• Print media 

FORM 2 TOPIC 3: READING 
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CONCEPT/A

SPECT 

OBJECTIVES CONTENT 

(knowledge, skills, 

values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Skimming • Identify headings and sub -

headings 

• list  key words and phrases 

• study graphical presentations. 

• Take note of bullet point lists 

• suggest a possible setting   

• List characters 

• Headings and sub-

headings  

• key words and phrases 

• Visual presentations 

• Bullet point lists 

• Setting 

• Characters  

• Identifying headings and sub-

headings 

• listing  key words and phrases 

• studying graphical 

presentations. 

• taking note of bullet points lists 

• suggesting a possible setting  

• Listing characters 

Novels  

Magazines  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Textbooks  

 

Scanning • identify key words and 

phrases from the questions 

and texts 

• Locate dates and statistics in 

a given passage 

• Identify topic sentences in 

paragraphs 

• identify key points in texts 

• distinguish key points from 

examples 

• take note of words and 

phrases that indicate 

comparisons, cause and 

effect and sequence of events 

 

• Key words and 

• Phrases  

• Dates and statistics 

• Topic sentences 

• Key points 

• Key points 

• Comparisons  

• Cause and effects 

• Sequencing of events 

 

 

• identifying key words and 

phrases from questions and texts 

• Locating dates and statistics in a 

given passage 

• Identifying topic sentences in 

paragraphs 

• identifying key points in texts 

• distinguishing key points from 

examples 

• taking note of words and 

phrases that indicate 

comparisons, cause and effect 

and sequence of events 

Novels  

Magazines  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Textbooks  

Intensive 

reading  
• Answer recall questions 

• Give contextual meanings of 

words and phrases from texts 

• Recall questions  

• word and phrase 

meanings 

• Answering recall questions. 

• giving contextual meanings of 

words and phrases from texts 

Novels  

Magazines  

Short stories  
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• Make notes on read texts 

• deduce meanings from texts 

• evaluate ideas in texts 

 

 

 

• note making 

• comprehension 

• Inference 

• Evaluation  

• making notes on texts read 

• deducing meanings from texts 

• evaluating texts read. 

ICT Tools 

Text books 

 

Extensive 

reading  
• Summarize texts read  

• describe characters in texts 

read  

• discuss the setting of stories 

read 

• explain themes from texts 

read 

• summarize storylines of texts 

read 

• Summary  

• Characters  

• Setting 

• Themes  

• Plot  

• summarizing texts read 

• describing characters in texts 

read 

• discussing the setting of stories 

read 

• explaining themes from texts 

read 

• summarizing storylines of texts 

read 

Novels  

Magazines  

Newspapers  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Blogs 
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FORM 2 TOPIC 4: WRITING/BRAILING 

 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECTS 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able 

to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Sentence 

construction 

• Construct meaningful 

sentences  

• Punctuate sentences 

correctly 

• construct a variety of 

sentences 

• compose coherent 

paragraphs 

• use appropriate register 

in writing 

• use discourse markers to 

connect ideas 

• elements of a sentence 

• punctuation 

• sentence types 

• Paragraphing 

• Registers 

• Discourse markers 

• Constructing 

meaningful sentences 

• Punctuating a variety of 

sentences correctly 

• constructing different 

types of sentences 

• Composing coherent 

paragraphs 

• using   appropriate 

register in writing 

• connecting ideas using 

discourse markers  

• ICT tools 

•  textbooks 

• Anthologies  

Digital writing • use online platforms 

appropriately for 

different writing 

purposes 

• utilise a variety of 

digital platforms for 

formal/informal 

correspondence 

• Use various digital tools 

to make presentations 

• online etiquette 

• formal/informal 

correspondence 

• digital presentations 

 

 

 

• Using online platforms 

appropriately for 

different writing 

purposes 

• Generating 

formal/informal 

correspondence using 

various digital platforms 

• Making online or offline 

presentations using a 

variety of digital tools 

• ICT tools 

• Textbooks 

• Resource persons 
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Informal writing • write a variety of 

informal texts using 

appropriate language 

• diarize various activities  

• compile notes 

• write informal letters 

 

• informal texts 

• diary entries 

• note making 

• informal letters 

 

 

• Writing a variety of 

informal texts using 

appropriate language 

• Diarizing a variety of 

activities 

• Compiling meaningful 

notes 

• Writing well laid out 

informal letters 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Pictures 

• Textbooks 

• Resource persons 

• Model informal texts 

BUSINESS 

WRITING 

• Write business letters 

• Write different forms of 

invitations 

• Create persuasive 

advertisements 

• Compile reports  

• Business letters 

• Invitations 

• Advertisements 

• Reports 

• writing business letters 

• writing various forms of 

invitations 

• creating persuasive 

advertisements 

• compiling a variety of 

reports 

• ICT tools 

• textbooks 

• Journals 

• Print media  

• Models 

Technical writing  • Write clear instructions 

• Describe processes 

clearly  

• Describe processes 

sequentially  

• Instructions 

• Descriptions of 

processes 

• writing clear 

instructions 

• describing a variety of 

processes 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 

• Textbooks 

• Instructional manuals 

Creative and essay 

writing  

• write short stories 

• write poems 

• Write narrative 

compositions 

• Write descriptive 

compositions 

• short stories 

• poetry 

• narrative compositions 

• descriptive 

compositions 

• writing short stories 

• writing poems 

• writing narrative 

compositions 

• writing descriptive 

compositions 

• ICT Tools 

•  textbooks 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 
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FORM 3 TOPIC 1: LISTENING/OBSERVING 

 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECT 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able 

to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Aural activities • Follow complex 

directions accurately 

• Follow complex 

processes 

• Respond appropriately 

to given messages 

• Distinguish between 

facts and opinions 

• Complex directions 

and processes 

• Announcements 

• Messages 

• conversations 

• Following complex directions   

• Following complex processes  

• Listening to announcements 

• Responding appropriately to 

given messages 

• Distinguishing between facts and 

opinions  

• Audio clips 

• ICT tools 

• Textbooks 

• Resource persons 

• Video clips 

 

Conversational 

skills 

• Ask open ended 

questions 

• Demonstrate empathy 

• Demonstrate 

appropriate non-

verbal cues in 

conversations 

• Decode meaning 

• Practice 

conversational 

etiquette 

• Open ended questions 

• Empathy 

• Non-verbal cues 

• Decoding meaning 

• Conversational etiquette 

• Asking open ended questions 

• Demonstrating empathy 

• Showing appropriate non-verbal 

cues 

• Decoding meaning 

• Practising conversational 

etiquette  

 

• ICT tools 

• Prescribed text 

books 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 

• Peer educators. 

Active Listening 

skills 

• Pay attention to oral 

discourse 

• Provide 

comprehensive 

feedback in oral 

• Attentive listening 

• Providing feedback 

• Deferring judgement 

• Responding 

• Paying attention to oral discourse 

• Providing comprehensive 

feedback in oral discourse 

• Deferring judgement on heard 

• ICT tools 

• Audio clips 

• Print media 

• Podcasts 
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discourse 

• Defer judgement on 

heard issues 

• Respond appropriately 

in a variety of 

situations 

appropriately 

 

issues 

• Appropriate response 

 

 

 

Listening 

comprehension 

• Answer questions 

• Retell stories heard 

• Make inferences 

• Evaluate ideas 

• Take notes 

• Identify main ideas in 

audio clips  

 

• Questioning 

• narration 

• note-taking 

• summarizing 

• inferences 

• evaluation 

• paraphrasing 

• contextual 

understanding 

• predicting 

• answering questions 

• retelling stories 

• taking notes 

• identifying main ideas 

• making inferences  

• Paraphrasing ideas 

 

• podcasts 

• story books 

• print media 
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FORM 3 TOPIC 2: SPEAKING/SIGNING 

 

CONCEPT/ASPECT OBJECTIVES CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Pronunciation - Demonstrate natural-

sounding speech 

patterns 

- Refine emotional 

expressions 

- Apply a specific tone to 

convey emotions (e.g. 

happiness, anger)  

- Intonation and 

stress patterns 

- Tone and mood 

- Trip thongs 

- Listening to and 

mimicking accents 

- Imitating triphthong 

sounds 

- Role playing 

- Recording and 

reviewing 

conversation  

- Practising sentence 

rhythm and flow 

- ICT tools 

- Work cards 

- Recorder 

Vocabulary and 

Registers 

- Demonstrate use of 

appropriate language in 

given situations. 

 

 

- Tone and mood 

- Feelings and 

emotions  

- Formality and 

informality 

- Expressing opinions 

- Complaints  

- Condolences 

- Peer counselling 

- Advertising 

- Networking and 

relationship 

building 

- Conversing in 

appropriate register 

- Exchanging 

condolences  

- Making requests and 

complaints  

- Role playing 

- Negotiating  

- Counselling 

- Building networks 

and relationships   

- ICT tools 

- Puppets  

- Pictures 

- Peer educators 

- Resource 

persons  
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- Negotiation   

 

Turn taking skills - Demonstrate turn taking 

skills 

 

 

- Interviews 

- Dialogue 

- Debates 

- Descriptions 

- Initiating 

conversations 

- Responding to others 

- Transitioning 

smoothly changing 

speakers 

- Listening attentively 

following 

conversations 

- Debating 

convincingly on 

topical issues 

- Dialoguing on cross-

cutting issues 

- Defending own 

position 

convincingly. 

- ICT Tools  

- Newspapers  

- Magazine 

Fluency - Enhance ability to 

express thoughts and 

ideas 

- Create atmosphere and 

mood in oral 

presentations 

- Integrate narrative and 

descriptive techniques 

for compelling oral 

presentations.  

- Discourse markers 

- Narrative 

techniques 

- Descriptive 

language  

- Engaging in 

conversations 

focusing on discourse 

markers 

- Creating atmosphere 

and mood in oral 

presentations 

- Role playing  

- Reading articles or 

texts and highlighting 

discourse markers 

- Print media 

- Short stories  

- Resource 

persons 
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- Recording speeches 

to analyse use of 

discourse markers 

Repair and repetition - Resolve disputes and 

disagreements 

peacefully 

- Promote mutual 

understanding and 

respect 

- Clarify facts to enhance 

understanding 

- Collaborative 

problem solving 

- Corrective 

statements 

- Conflict resolution; 

managing conflicts 

- Group clarification; 

ensuring shared 

understanding 

- Summarization and 

recapping 

- Mock playing 

- Discussing potential 

solutions and 

outcomes 

- Debating conflict 

resolution strategies 

- Summarising and 

recapping tasks. 

- Sharing individual 

conflict experiences 

- ICT Tools 

- Props  

- Resource 

persons 
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FORM 3 TOPIC 3: READING 

 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECTS 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, 

values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Skimming  • Relate titles, contents and settings of 

texts read 

• identify key words, phrases and 

sentences that convey main ideas. 

• deduce new ideas from the passage. 

• Deduce meaning from visual 

presentations  

• Sift for information. 

• Infer features of possible setting. 

• Titles, contents and 

settings 

• key words, phrases 

and main ideas 

• visual presentations. 

• Bullet point lists 

 

• Relating titles, contents and 

settings of texts read 

• identifying key words, phrases and 

sentences that convey main ideas. 

• deducing new ideas from the 

passage. 

• Deducing meaning from visual 

presentations such as pictures, 

videos, graphs  

• Sifting for information from the 

bulleted list. 

• Inferring features of possible 

setting. 

• presentations such as pictures, 

videos, graphs. 

• Sifting for information from the 

bulleted list. 

• Inferring features of possible 

setting. 

• Novels  

• Magazines  

• Short stories  

• ICT Tools 

• Newspapers 

• Textbooks 
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Scanning -Identify key words and phrases in 

questions  

-Identify key ideas in texts   

-Locate specific information in a given 

passage 

-deduce meaning from sub headings in 

texts. 

-Identify topic sentences in paragraphs 

-Take note of words and phrases that 

indicate comparisons, cause and effect 

and sequence of events 

Sub –headings 

Topic sentences 

Comparisons 

Cause and effects 

Sequencing of events 

 

-Identifying key words and phrases in 

questions  

-Identifying key ideas in texts 

-Locating specific information in a 

given passage 

-deducing meanings from sub 

headings in texts. 

-Identifying topic sentences in 

paragraphs 

-taking note of words and phrases 

that indicate comparisons, cause and 

effect and sequence of events 

 

Intensive 

reading  

Answer recall questions 

-Give contextual meanings of words and 

phrases from text or passages 

-Make notes on read texts 

- deduce meanings from texts 

-evaluate ideas in texts 

-Recall questions  

-word and phrase 

meanings 

-note making 

-Comprehension 

-Evaluation  

Answering recall questions. 

-giving contextual meanings of words 

and phrases from text or passages  

making notes on texts read 

-deducing meanings from texts 

-evaluating ideas in texts read. 

Novels  

Magazines  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Text books 

Extensive 

reading  

-Summarize texts read  

-describe characters in texts read  

-analayse characters in texts read 

-describe the setting of stories read 

- analyse the setting 

-evaluate themes from texts read 

• Summary /plot 

• Characters  

• Setting 

• Themes 

 

- summarizing texts read 

-describing and analysing 

characters in texts read 

-describing and analyzing settings of 

stories read 

-evaluating themes from texts read 

Novels  

Magazines  

Newspapers  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Blogs 

Textbooks  
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FORM 3 TOPIC 4: WRITING/BRAILING 

 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECTS 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Sentence 

construction 

• write a variety of sentence 

types 

• use punctuation marks 

correctly 

• Write coherent paragraphs 

• Use appropriate register in 

writing 

• use discourse markers 

correctly in writing 

• Amplify given notes 

• Rephrase different ideas in 

writing  

 

• Sentences types 

 

• Punctuation 

 

• Paragraphing 

• Registers 

• Discourse markers 

• Amplification of notes 

• Rephrasing 

 

 

• writing a variety of 

sentence types 

• using punctuation marks 

correctly 

• Writing coherent 

paragraphs 

• Using appropriate register 

in writing 

• Using discourse markers 

correctly in writing 

• Amplifying given notes 

meaningfully 

• Rephrasing different ideas 

in writing 

• ICT tools 

• Pictures  

• Recommended texts 

 

Digital writing • Make use of online 

platforms appropriately for 

different writing purposes 

• utilise a variety of digital 

platforms for 

formal/informal 

• online etiquette 

• formal/informal 

correspondence 

• digital presentations 

 

• Using online platforms 

appropriately for different 

writing purposes 

• Generating formal/informal 

correspondence using 

various digital platforms 

• ICT tools 

•  Textbooks 

• Resource persons 
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correspondence 

• Use various digital tools to 

make presentations 

 

• Making online or offline 

presentations using a 

variety of digital tools 

 

 

Informal writing • write a variety of informal 

texts using appropriate 

language 

• write various informal 

articles 

• compile notes 

• write a variety of informal 

letters 

• informal texts 

• articles 

• note making 

• informal letters 

 

• Writing a variety of 

informal texts using 

appropriate language 

• Writing a variety of 

informal articles  

• Compiling meaningful 

notes 

• Writing well laid out 

informal letters 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Pictures 

• Textbooks 

• Resource persons 

• Model informal 

texts 

Business writing • take accurate minutes for 

meetings 

• draft informative resumes 

• write business letters 

• write convincing 

motivational letters 

• draft memorandums for 

different situations 

• write speeches, reports and 

articles on a variety of 

issues 

• write news bulletins 

• design advertisements for 

publication or display 

• draft business proposals, 

contracts and constitutions 

• minute taking 

• resumes 

• Business letters 

• motivational letters 

• memorandums 

• reports 

• Speeches 

• Articles 

• news bulletin 

• Advertisements 

• proposals 

• contract writing 

• Constitutions  

 

 

• taking accurate minutes for 

meetings 

• drafting informative 

resumes 

• writing business letters 

• writing convincing 

motivational letters 

• drafting memorandums for 

different situations 

• writing speeches, reports 

and articles on a variety of 

issues 

• writing news bulletins 

• designing advertisements 

for publication or display 

• drafting business proposals, 

contracts and constitutions 

• Print media 

• ICT tools 

• Resource persons 

• Business journals 



Revised English for Communication F1-4 MoPSE 2024 - 2030 

 

36 
 

Technical writing • Develop instructional 

manuals to meet various 

needs 

• Describe a variety of 

processes using appropriate 

vocabulary 

• Instructions 

 

• Descriptions of processes 

• Developing instructional 

manuals to meet various 

needs 

• Describing a variety of 

processes using appropriate 

vocabulary 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 

• Textbooks 

• Instructional 

manuals 

Creative and essay 

writing 

• Write a variety of stories  

• Write poems using relevant 

poetic devices 

• Write a variety of narrative 

compositions  

• Write descriptive essays 

• Write detailed informative 

essays 

• Present balanced arguments 

in various pieces of writing 

• Write drama scripts  

• Write discursive essays on 

a variety of topics. 

• Short stories 

• Poetry 

• narrative compositions 

• descriptive compositions 

• informative compositions 

• argumentative 

compositions 

• plays 

• discursive compositions 

 

• Writing a variety of short 

stories 

• Writing poems using 

relevant poetic devices  

• Writing a variety of 

narrative compositions 

• Writing descriptive essays 

• Writing detailed 

informative essays 

• Presenting balanced 

arguments in various pieces 

of writing 

• Writing drama scripts 

• Writing discursive essays 

on a variety of topics. 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Approved texts 
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FORM 4 TOPIC 1: LISTENING/OBSERVING 

 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECT 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able 

to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Aural activities • Follow complex 

directions accurately 

• Follow complex 

processes 

• Respond appropriately 

to given messages 

• Distinguish between 

facts and opinions 

• Complex directions 

and processes 

• Announcements 

• Messages 

• conversations 

• Following complex directions   

• Following complex processes  

• Listening to announcements 

• Responding appropriately to 

given messages 

• Distinguishing between facts and 

opinions  

• Audio clips 

• ICT tools 

• Textbooks 

• Resource persons 

• Video clips 

 

Conversational 

skills 

• Ask open ended 

questions 

• Demonstrate empathy 

• demonstrate 

appropriate non-

verbal cues 

• Decode meaning 

• Practice 

conversational 

etiquette 

• Open ended questions 

• Empathy 

• Non-verbal cues 

• Decoding meaning  

• Conversational etiquette 

• Asking open ended questions 

• Demonstrating empathy 

• Showing appropriate non-verbal 

cues 

• Decoding meaning 

• Practising conversational 

etiquette  

 

• ICT tools 

• Prescribed text 

books 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 

• Peer educators. 

Active Listening 

skills 

• Pay attention to oral 

discourse 

• Provide 

comprehensive 

• Attentive listening 

• Providing feedback 

• Deferring judgement 

• Responding 

• Paying attention to oral discourse 

• Providing comprehensive 

feedback in oral discourse 

• Deferring judgement on heard 

• ICT tools 

• Audio clips 

• Print media 

• Podcasts 
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feedback in oral 

discourse 

• Defer judgement on 

heard issues 

• Respond appropriately 

in various situations 

appropriately 

 

issues 

• Responding appropriately in a 

variety of situations 

 

 

 

Listening 

comprehension 

• Answer questions 

• Retell stories heard 

• Make inferences 

• Evaluate ideas 

• Take notes 

• Identify main ideas in 

audio clips  

 

• Questioning 

• narration 

• note-taking 

• summarizing 

• inferences 

• evaluation 

• paraphrasing 

• contextual 

understanding 

• predicting 

• answering questions 

• retelling stories 

• taking notes 

• identifying main ideas 

• making inferences  

• Paraphrasing ideas 

 

• podcasts 

• story books 

• print media 

 

FORM 4 TOPIC 2: SPEAKING/SIGNING 

 

CONCEPT/ASPECT OBJECTIVES CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES 

AND ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Pronunciation - Demonstrate natural-

sounding speech 

patterns 

- Refine emotional 

expressions 

- Apply a specific tone to 

convey emotions (e.g. 

- Intonation and 

stress patterns 

- Tone and mood 

- Trip thongs 

- Listening to and 

mimicking accents 

- Imitating triphthong 

sounds 

- Role playing 

- Recording and 

reviewing 

- ICT tools 

- Work cards 

- Recorder 
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happiness, anger)  conversation  

- Practising sentence 

rhythm and flow 

Vocabulary and 

Registers 

- Demonstrate use of 

appropriate language in 

given situations. 

 

 

- Tone and mood 

- Feelings and 

emotions  

- Formality and 

informality 

- Expressing opinions 

- Complaints  

- Condolences 

- Peer counselling 

- Advertising 

- Networking and 

relationship 

building 

- Negotiation   

- Conversing in 

appropriate register 

- Exchanging 

condolences  

- Making requests and 

complaints  

- Role playing 

- Negotiating  

- Counselling 

- Building networks 

and relationships   

 

 

 

- ICT tools 

- Puppets  

- Pictures 

- Peer educators 

- Resource 

persons  

Turn taking skills - Demonstrate turn taking 

skills 

 

 

- Interviews 

- Dialogue 

- Debates 

- Descriptions 

- Initiating 

conversations 

- Responding to others 

- Transitioning 

smoothly changing 

speakers 

- Listening attentively 

following 

conversations 

- Debating 

convincingly on 

topical issues 

- ICT Tools  

- Newspapers  

- Magazine 
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- Dialoguing on cross-

cutting issues 

- Defending own 

position 

convincingly. 

Fluency - express thoughts and 

ideas 

- Create atmosphere and 

mood in oral 

presentations 

- Integrate narrative and 

descriptive techniques 

for compelling oral 

presentations.  

- Discourse markers 

- Narrative 

techniques 

- Descriptive 

language  

- Engaging in 

conversations 

focusing on discourse 

markers 

- Creating atmosphere 

and mood in oral 

presentations 

- Role playing  

- Reading articles or 

texts and highlighting 

discourse markers 

- Recording speeches 

to analyse use of 

discourse markers 

- Print media 

- Short stories  

- Resource 

persons 

Repair and repetition - Resolve disputes and 

disagreements 

peacefully 

- Promote mutual 

understanding and 

respect 

- Clarify facts to enhance 

understanding 

- Collaborative 

problem solving 

- Corrective 

statements 

- Conflict resolution; 

managing conflicts 

- Group clarification; 

ensuring shared 

understanding 

- Summarization and 

recapping 

- Mock playing 

- Discussing potential 

solutions and 

outcomes 

- Debating conflict 

resolution strategies 

- Summarising and 

recapping tasks. 

- Sharing individual 

conflict experiences 

- ICT Tools 

- Props  

- Resource 

persons 
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FORM 4 TOPIC 3: READING 

 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECTS 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able to: 

CONTENT 

(knowledge, skills, 

values and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Skimming  • Relate titles, contents and settings of 

texts read 

• identify key words, phrases and 

sentences that convey main ideas. 

• deduce new ideas from the passage. 

• Deduce meaning from visual 

presentations  

• Sift for information. 

• Infer features of possible setting. 

• Titles, contents and 

settings 

• key words, phrases 

and main ideas 

• visual presentations. 

• Bullet point lists 

 

• Relating titles, contents and 

settings of texts read 

• identifying key words, phrases and 

sentences that convey main ideas. 

• deducing new ideas from the 

passage. 

• Deducing meaning from visual 

presentations such as pictures, 

videos, graphs  

• Sifting for information from the 

bulleted list. 

• Inferring features of possible 

setting. 

• presentations such as pictures, 

videos, graphs. 

• Sifting for information from the 

bulleted list. 

• Inferring features of possible 

setting. 

• Novels  

• Magazines  

• Short stories  

• ICT Tools 

• Newspapers 

• Textbooks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scanning -Identify key words and phrases in 

questions  

-Identify key ideas in texts   

-Locate specific information in a given 

passage 

Sub –headings 

Topic sentences 

Comparisons 

Cause and effects 

Sequencing of events 

-Identifying key words and phrases in 

questions  

-Identifying key ideas in texts 

-Locating specific information in a 

given passage 
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-deduce meaning from sub headings in 

texts. 

-Identify topic sentences in paragraphs 

-Take note of words and phrases that 

indicate comparisons, cause and effect 

and sequence of events 

 

-deducing meanings from sub 

headings in texts. 

-Identifying topic sentences in 

paragraphs 

-taking note of words and phrases 

that indicate comparisons, cause and 

effect and sequence of events 

Intensive 

reading  

Answer recall questions 

-Give contextual meanings of words and 

phrases from text or passages 

-Make notes on read texts 

- deduce meanings from texts 

-evaluate ideas in texts 

-Recall questions  

-word and phrase 

meanings 

-note making 

-Comprehension 

-Evaluation  

Answering recall questions. 

-giving contextual meanings of words 

and phrases from text or passages  

making notes on texts read 

-deducing meanings from texts 

-evaluating ideas in texts read. 

Novels  

Magazines  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Text books 

Extensive 

reading  

-Summarize texts read  

-describe characters in texts read  

-analyse characters in texts read 

-describe the setting of stories read 

- analyse the setting 

-evaluate themes from texts read 

• Summary /plot 

• Characters  

• Setting 

• Themes 

 

- summarizing texts read 

-describing and analysing 

characters in texts read 

-describing and analysing settings of 

stories read 

-evaluating themes from texts read 

Novels  

Magazines  

Newspapers  

Short stories  

ICT Tools 

Blogs 

Textbooks  
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FORM 4 TOPIC 4: WRITING/BRAILING 

 

CONCEPTS/ 

ASPECTS 

OBJECTIVES 

Learners should be able to: 

CONTENT   

(knowledge, skills, values 

and attitudes) 

SUGGESTED NOTES AND 

ACTIVITIES 

SUGGESTED 

RESOURCES 

Sentence 

construction 

• write a variety of sentence 

types 

• use punctuation marks 

correctly 

• Write coherent paragraphs 

• Use appropriate register in 

writing 

• use discourse markers 

correctly in writing 

• Amplify given notes 

• Rephrase different ideas in 

writing  

 

• Sentences types 

 

• Punctuation 

 

• Paragraphing 

• Registers 

• Discourse markers 

• Amplification of notes 

• Rephrasing 

 

 

• writing a variety of 

sentence types 

• using punctuation marks 

correctly 

• Writing coherent 

paragraphs 

• Using appropriate register 

in writing 

• Using discourse markers 

correctly in writing 

• Amplifying given notes 

meaningfully 

• Rephrasing different ideas 

in writing 

• ICT tools 

• Pictures  

• Recommended texts 

 

Digital writing • use online platforms 

appropriately for different 

writing purposes 

• utilise a variety of digital 

platforms for 

formal/informal 

correspondence 

• Use various digital tools to 

make presentations 

• online etiquette 

• formal/informal 

correspondence 

• digital presentations 

 

 

• Using online platforms 

appropriately for different 

writing purposes 

• Generating formal/informal 

correspondence using 

various digital platforms 

• Making online or offline 

presentations using a 

variety of digital tools 

• ICT tools 

•  Textbooks 

• Resource persons 
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Informal writing • write a variety of informal 

texts using appropriate 

language 

• write various informal 

articles 

• compile relevant notes 

• write informal letters 

• informal texts 

• articles 

• note making 

• informal letters 

 

• Writing a variety of 

informal texts using 

appropriate language 

• Writing a variety of 

informal articles  

• Compiling meaningful 

notes 

• Writing well laid out 

informal letters 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Pictures 

• Textbooks 

• Resource persons 

• Model informal 

texts 

Business writing • take accurate minutes for 

meetings 

• draft informative resumes 

• write business letters 

• write convincing 

motivational letters 

• draft memorandums for 

different situations 

• write speeches, reports and 

articles on a variety of 

issues 

• write news bulletins 

• design advertisements for 

publication or display 

• draft business proposals, 

contracts and constitutions 

• minute taking 

• resumes 

• Business letters 

• motivational letters 

• memorandums 

• reports 

• Speeches 

• Articles 

• news bulletin 

• Advertisements 

• proposals 

• contract writing 

• Constitutions  

 

 

 

• taking accurate minutes for 

meetings 

• drafting informative 

resumes 

• writing business letters 

• writing convincing 

motivational letters 

• drafting memorandums for 

different situations 

• writing speeches, reports 

and articles on a variety of 

issues 

• writing news bulletins 

• designing advertisements 

for publication or display 

• drafting business proposals, 

contracts and constitutions 

 

 

• Print media 

• ICT tools 

• Resource persons 

• Business journals 
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Technical writing • Develop instructional 

manuals to meet various 

needs 

• Describe a variety of 

processes using appropriate 

vocabulary 

• Instructions 

 

• Descriptions of processes 

• Developing instructional 

manuals to meet various 

needs 

• Describing a variety of 

processes using appropriate 

vocabulary 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Resource persons 

• Textbooks 

• Instructional 

manuals 

Creative and essay 

writing 

• Write a variety of stories  

• Write poems using relevant 

poetic devices 

• Write narrative 

compositions  

• Write descriptive essays 

• Write detailed informative 

essays 

• Present balanced arguments 

in various pieces of writing 

• Write drama scripts  

• Write discursive essays on 

a variety of topics. 

• Short stories 

• Poetry 

• narrative compositions 

• descriptive compositions 

• informative compositions 

• argumentative 

compositions 

• plays 

• discursive compositions 

 

• Writing a variety of short 

stories 

• Writing poems using 

relevant poetic devices  

• Writing narrative 

compositions 

• Writing descriptive essays 

• Writing detailed 

informative essays 

• Presenting balanced 

arguments in various pieces 

of writing 

• Writing drama scripts 

• Writing discursive essays 

on a variety of topics. 

• ICT tools 

• Print media 

• Approved texts 
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9.0  ASSESSMENT  

 Learners shall be assessed through School Based Continuous Assessment (SBCA) and 

Summative Assessment (SA). These assessments shall be guided by the principles of 

inclusivity, practicability, authenticity, transparency, flexibility, validity and reliability. The 

principles are crucial for creating a supportive and effective learning environment that fosters 

growth and development in learners. Arrangements, accommodations and modifications shall 

be visible to enable candidates with special needs to access assessments.  

This section covers the assessment objectives, the assessment model, the scheme of assessment, 

and the specification grid. 

  

9.1       Assessment Objectives 

Candidates shall be assessed on their ability to: 

9.1.1  Writing/brailling 

9.1.1.1 write meaningful sentence that can be understood 

9.1.1.2 write simple formal and informal letters, speeches, reports, articles, 

memorandums, minutes, based on notes, diagrams, statistical data, graphs and pictures 

9.1.1.3 write continuous narratives, detailed descriptions, dialogues, interview scripts, 

curriculum vitaes, persuasive/ argumentative, discursive, informative/ expository 

compositions  

9.1.1.4  construct a variety of sentence structures 

9,1,1.5    organise their work into paragraphs 

9,1,1.6    show originality and creativity in their writing 

9.1.1.7  use different supporting language structures in context  

9.1.1.8      write in a style and register appropriate to the subject matter. 

9.1.1.9 organise their work into paragraphs 

9.1.1.10  use linking words correctly for functional communication 

9.1.1.11       show originality and creativity in their writing 

 

9.1.2 Reading comprehension 

9.1.2.1 answer simple recall questions 
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9.1.2.2 follow the sequence of events in simple narrative or descriptive text 

9.1.2.3 follow the development of a simple argument or discussion 

9.1.2.4 recognise how language is used in a text to indicate relationships of 

ideas or events 

9.1.2.5 distinguish main propositions from exemplifying or qualifying 

details 

9.1.2.6 infer information that is indirectly stated 

9.1.2.7 work out the contextual meanings of words and phrases. 

9.1.2.8 paraphrase ideas from a text 

9.1.2.9 summarise texts 

9.1.3 Speaking  

9.1.3.1 communicate ideas functionally for a process to be understood 

9.1.3.2 use appropriate register depending on the situation such as place, 

audience, subject matter and time 

 

9.1.4 Listening 

9.1.4.1 listen with concentration to perform as directed 

9.1.4.2 answer recall and interpretive questions based on    

           what they have listened to and what they are to do 

9.1.4.3 react appropriately to different oral instructions 

 

9.2 Assessment Model 

Assessment of learners shall be both Continuous and Summative as illustrated in Figure 1. 

School Based Continuous Assessment shall include recorded activities from the School 

Based Projects done by the learners. The mark shall be included on learners’ end of term and 

year reports. Summative assessment at school level shall include terminal examinations 

which are at the end of the term and year.   
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                                   Fig. 1 Assessment Model 

In addition, learners shall be profiled and learner profile records established. Learner profile 

certificates shall be issued for checkpoints assessment in schools as per the dictates of the 

Teacher’s Guide to Learning and Assessment. The aspects to be profiled shall include 

learner’s prior knowledge, values and skills, and subsequently the new competences acquired 

at any given point. 

9.3 Scheme of Assessment 

The Assessment Model shows that learners shall be assessed using both School Based 

Continuous Assessment and Summative Assessment for both School and ZIMSEC 

assessments.  

The table shows the Scheme of Assessment where 20% is allocated to School Based 

Continuous Assessment and 80% to School or ZIMSEC Summative Assessment. 

FORM OF ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING 

School Based Continuous Assessment 20% 

Summative Assessment 80% 

Total 100% 

Assessment Of Learner 
Performance in English for 

Communication

School Based Continuous 
Assessment 

20% 

Profiling

Exit

Profile 
Certificate

School Based   
Project

20%

Continuous Assessment 
Mark (20%)

Final Mark (Continuous + Summative) = 100%

Summative Assessment

80%

Paper 1 Paper 2 

Summative 
Assessment Mark 

(80%)
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9.3.4 Description of School Based Continuous Assessment 

Learners shall do one school-based project per form which contributes to 20% of the end of 

year final mark. The end of year summative assessment shall then contribute 80%. However, 

for ZIMSEC public examinations, two (2) school-based projects shall be considered as School 

Based Continuous Assessment at Form 4. The two School Based Projects shall include those 

done during Form 3 and 4 sessions. Each will contribute 10%.  

School – Based Project Continuous Assessment Scheme 

The Table given below shows the Learning and Assessment Scheme for the School Based 

Project. 

 

Project Execution Stages Description Timelines Marks 

1 Problem Identification  January 5 

2 Investigation of related ideas 

to the problem/innovation 

February 10 

3 Generation of possible 

solutions 

March 10 

4 Refinement of selected 

solution 

April-May 10 

5 Presentation of the final 

solution 

June - July 10 

6 Evaluation of the solution and 

Recommendations  

August-September 5 

TOTAL 50 

 

The learning and assessment scheme shows the stages that shall be executed by pupils and 

the timeline at which each stage shall be carried out. Possible marks, totalling 50, are 

highlighted to indicate how much can be allocated. 

 

9.3.5  Description of the ZIMSEC Summative Assessment  

ZIMSEC Summative Assessment shall be a public examination at Form 4. The examination 

shall consist of two (2) papers of equal weighting.  

Paper Description Duration Marks Paper weighting % 

1 Free and guided compositions 1 hour 30 minutes 40 40% 

2 Comprehension, 

comprehension and registers 

2 hours 40 40% 

TOTAL 80 80% 



Revised English for Communication F1-4 MoPSE 2024 - 2030 

 

50 
 

 

Paper Description 

Paper 1: The paper will consist of two sections; A and B. 

 

Section A (20 marks)  

 

Two (2) guided, practical writing questions will be set from which candidates will be 

expected to choose one question.  Information that will be given may be in form of notes, 

texts, graphs, statistical data or pictures. The questions may require candidates to write a 

letter, speech, report, article, Curriculum Vitae, advertisement, dialogue, interview script, 

minutes, project proposal, constitution, or memorandum. 

 

 

Section B (20 marks) 

 

Five (5) questions on different subjects, embracing cross-cutting themes, will be set.  The 

topics set may be narrative, descriptive, informative, argumentative or discursive.  Candidates 

will be expected to attempt one (1) question.  

 

Paper 2: Comprehension, Summary and Registers  

 

The paper will consist of three sections; A, B and C.  

  

Section A: Comprehension (15 marks)  

 

Bloom’s taxonomy level 1 (knowledge/recall), level 2 (comprehension/understanding) and 

level 3 (application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation) questions will be set on a short text. 

Candidates are expected to answer all questions. 

 

Section B: Summary (15 marks)  

 

A summary question will be set on a different text from that of Section A. Candidates are 

expected to demonstrate comprehension and selection skills by summarising the main ideas 

raised in the text. 

 

 

 

Section C: Registers (10 marks)  

Candidates will be presented with different short texts, sentences or clauses from which they 

will be expected to answer register related questions. The thrust is on equipping candidates 

with the requisite language skills for them to be effective communicators who use words 

appropriately to convey intended meaning and critically interrogate the register used in 

written texts. Candidates are expected to answer all questions. 

9.4 Specification Grid 

The Forms 1 - 4 English for Communication Skills Paper 2 examination will conform to the 

following specification grid: 
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SKILL WEIGHTING 

 

Knowledge and comprehension 50% 

Application, analysis, synthesis and 

evaluation 
30% 

Problem - solving 20% 

TOTAL 100% 

 


